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OECD Economic Surveys: Costa Rica 2023

Costa Rica recovered well from the pandemic-induced recession. Sustained and
resilient export performance continues to support growth, while consumption is
hindered by high inflation and unemployment. The fiscal situation improved but re-
mains challenging, requiring sustained efforts to contain spending and boost public
sector efficiency for several years. Maintaining and reinforcing the commitment to
foreign direct investment and trade, which has been key to diversify the export bas-
ket, and improving the conditions for domestic companies to thrive are key challeng-
es to boost living standards and formal job creation. This would require reducing the
regulatory burden, improving the tax mix, fostering competition in key markets and
continuing decarbonisation and environment protection efforts. Supporting higher
female labour participation and upgrading social protection will help to adapt to
ongoing demographic changes and improve the equality of opportunities. Education
and training are a high priority for Costa Rica that devotes to them one of the high-
est spending shares among OECD countries. However, educational outcomes remain
poor and firms struggle to fill their vacancies, particularly in technical and scientific
positions. Improving efficiency and quality of public spending in education is needed
to better support growth and equity.

SPECIAL FEATURES: EDUCATION AND TRAINING; SKILLS

Mortality and the Provision of Retirement Income

This report analyses the development of mortality assumptions to build mortality
tables to better protect retirement income provision. Mortality assumptions are
necessary to ensure the sustainability of lifetime incomes. It explores considerations
and traditional approaches for developing mortality tables, as well as provides an
international overview of longevity trends and drivers over the last several decades,
including the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The report also details the standard
mortality tables developed across OECD member countries and offers guidelines to
assist regulators and supervisors in assessing whether the mortality assumptions and
tables used in the context of retirement income provision are appropriate.
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Improving the Landscape for Sustainable Infrastructure Financ-
ing

This report examines how to promote sustainable infrastructure investment. It dis-
cusses data needs for infrastructure investment and the current environment, social
and governance (ESG) approaches before offering policy recommendations to help
ensure that investors are better equipped to make investment decisions related to
infrastructure assets. The report explores legal and regulatory barriers to quality infra-
structure investment, and considers how governments can help infrastructure actors
promote quality infrastructure projects, ensure project objectives and reporting corre-
spond with investor expectations, and how to mobilise funding and financing for inclu-
sive and quality infrastructure investment in both regions and cities.

OECD Competition Trends 2023

This report highlights worldwide competition enforcement trends using the unique
OECD CompStats database that includes 34 variables covering competition authority
resources, cartels, abuse of dominance, mergers, and advocacy. This report presents
comparisons between geographic regions and trends over time, allowing jurisdictions
to understand how their data compares to peers and the broader competition commu-
nity. This edition focuses on the main developments in global competition enforcement
in 2021, and contributes to continuously improving competition law and policy around
the world.

Risks of lllicit Trade in Counterfeits to Small and Medium-Sized
Firms

Illicit trade in counterfeit goods causes economic damage by reducing sales and prof-
its as well as innovation incentives in legitimate industries. This study looks at damages
caused by illicit trade in counterfeits to small and medium-sized enterprises. The robust
evidence on the magnitude, scope and trends of this risk informs policy makers about
the need to include anti-counterfeiting elements in policy packages designed to sup-
port SMEs.
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Open Government Scan of Canada
Designing and Implementing an Open Government Strategy

The Open Government Scan of Canada provides an evidence-based assessment of
the governance of Canada’s efforts to foster transparency, accountability and citizen
participation against key provisions of the OECD Recommendation of the Council on
Open Government. The Scan seeks to support Canada in its ambition to design the
country’s first holistic and integrated Open Government Strategy. It includes recom-
mendations for strengthening the governance of Canada’s open government agenda
in the short, medium and long term. OECD Open Government Scans are short, tailored
policy reviews that focus on specific key priorities of the commissioning government.

Equity and Inclusion in Education
Finding Strength through Diversity

Governments and education policy makers are increasingly concerned with equity
and inclusion in education due to several major global trends such as demographic
shifts, migration and refugee crises, rising inequalities, and climate change. These de-
velopments have contributed to increasing diversity within national populations and
flagged some concerns around the ability of education systems to be equitable and
inclusive of all students.

This report by the Strength through Diversity project examines how education sys-
tems can respond to increasing diversity and foster greater equity and inclusion in
education. Based on a holistic framework for studying diversity, equity and inclusion
in education, the report examines five key policy areas (i.e., governance; resourcing;
capacity building; school-level interventions, and monitoring and evaluation), provides
examples of policies and practices, and offers policy advice on promoting more equita-
ble and inclusive education systems.
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The Landscape of Providers of Vocational Education and Train-
ing

Vocational education and training (VET) is an important part of education systems
around the world. VET systems differ widely between countries in how programmes
are designed and delivered. Moreover, countries differ in terms of the types of pro-
viders that deliver VET. This report looks at the VET provider landscape in Australia,
Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden. It provides insights into the number
of different providers by country, their focus areas and target populations. It describes
how providers are different and how they overlap, as well as structures and initiatives
to foster co-ordination between them.

OECD S$kills Strategy Luxembourg
Assessment and Recommendations

Skills are the key to shaping a better future and central to the capacity of countries
and people to thrive in an increasingly interconnected and rapidly changing world.
Megatrends such as digitalisation, globalisation, demographic change and climate
change are reshaping work and society, generating a growing demand for higher levels
and new sets of skills.

OECD Skills Strategy projects provide a strategic and comprehensive approach to
assess countries’ skills challenges and opportunities and help them build more effec-
tive skills systems. The OECD works collaboratively with countries to develop policy
responses that are tailored to each country’s specific skills needs. The foundation of
this approach is the OECD Skills Strategy Framework, which allows for an exploration
of what countries can do better to: 1) develop relevant skills over the life course; 2) use
skills effectively in work and in society; and 3) strengthen the governance of the skills
system.

This report, OECD Skills Strategy Luxembourg: Assessment and Recommendations,
identifies opportunities and makes recommendations to provide labour-market rele-
vant adult learning opportunities, guide and incentivise skills choices, attract and retain
foreign talent to fill skills shortages, and strengthen the governance of skills data in Lux-
embourg.
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Supporting Lives Free from Intimate Partner Violence
Towards Better Integration of Services for Victims/Survivors

Many OECD governments regularly identify violence against women as the top gen-
der equality issue their country faces. Yet in all countries, addressing this multifaceted
issue presents serious governance and implementation challenges as victims/survivors
have complex needs both during and after experiences of violence. Different service
delivery providers such as health, justice, housing and social protection must work to-
gether seamlessly — across governmental and non-governmental providers — to provide
an effective response. This report presents a stocktaking of OECD governments’ efforts
to integrate service delivery to address the most prevalent form of gender-based vio-
lence against women: intimate partner violence. It presents an overview of different
strategies for coordinating key services commonly offered in OECD countries: health-
care, justice, housing, child services, income support, and preventative programmes
to stop the reoccurrence of violence. Based on extensive feedback from 35 out of 38
OECD countries and a consultation with non-governmental service providers, this re-
port identifies best practices and investigates the barriers to resolving one of the most
pressing human rights issues in OECD countries today.

Time for Better Care at the End of Life

With more chronic conditions and an ageing population, a growing share of the pop-
ulation will need end-of-life care, reaching close to 10 million people by 2050. While
end-of-life care services help improve quality of life through relieving pain and other
symptoms, currently, there are substantial gaps in the provision of services. More than
half of deaths still occur in hospital across OECD countries, despite home generally be-
ing the preferred place of death, because of lack of appropriate services and poor care
co-ordination. There are marked inequalities in access with people from higher educa-
tion twice as likely to receive end-of-life care services than those with low education.
Planning, recording of wishes and shared decision-making fall short of what is desir-
able, with only one-quarter of wishes being recorded in the form of advance directives.
People at the end of life do not always receive appropriate symptom relief, while others
suffer from overtreatment. This report suggests avenues to improve care for the dying
by enhancing measurement and monitoring of quality and rethinking funding and gov-
ernance models of care. End-of-life care could also be improved by increasing knowl-
edge among health care staff across different care settings, and making communication
around the topic more person-centred.
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Ready for the Next Crisis? Investing in Health System Resilience

The COVID-19 pandemic had massive consequences for societies and health systems
across the OECD and beyond. Health systems were not resilient enough. Resilient
health systems plan and are ready for shocks, such as pandemics, economic crises or
the effects of climate change. They are able to minimise the negative consequences
of crises, recover as quickly as possible, and adapt to become better performing and
more prepared. Smart, targeted investments in health system resilience are needed
to improve health and ensure the next shock is less disruptive and costly. This report
reviews the lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic and applies them to build policy rec-
ommendations to ensure the global community is ready for the next crisis. The reviews
and recommendations cover health system issues — including workforce, digitalisation,
continuity of care and mental health — and other topics, including long-term care, sup-
ply chains and international co-operation.

Introduction Measures for Newly-Arrived Migrants

The OECD series Making Integration Work summarises, in a non-technical way, the
main issues surrounding the integration of immigrants and their children into their host
countries. Each book presents concrete policy lessons for its theme, along with sup-
porting examples of good practices and comparisons of the migrant integration policy
frameworks in different OECD countries. This sixth volume presents a set of consider-
ations for policy makers in designing introduction measures for newly-arrived immi-
grants and includes a mapping of national practices.

Step Up! Tackling the Burden of Insufficient Physical Activity in
Europe

This report calls on policy makers to step up the policy response to increase physical
activity. Being physically active is one of the most important things people can do to
improve their physical and mental health. It helps prevent a range of non-communi-
cable diseases such as cardiovascular disease and cancer, and improves mental health
and cognitive functioning, among other benefits. Nevertheless, too many Europeans
are physically inactive. One in three European adults do not meet the WHO physical
activity guidelines, and almost half never exercise or play sport. The report describes
patterns and trends of insufficient physical activity in Europe. It reviews the detrimental
impact that current physical inactivity levels have on population health and health ex-
penditure. The report provides policy makers with options to address insufficient physi-
cal activity, drawing on case studies from across Europe.
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The Road to LGBTI+ Inclusion in Germany
Progress at the Federal and Lander Levels

This report is the first country review undertaken as part of the OECD work on LGB-
TI+ inclusion. It explores legal and policy progress towards LGBTI+ equality in Germany
at both the national and subnational levels, and identifies good practices. The report
first investigates the life situation of LGBTI+ Germans by presenting the most up-to-
date data on the share of Germans who self-identify as LGBTI+, evaluating the extent
to which LGBTI+ Germans face discrimination and violence, and assessing how this
population fares in terms of well-being, mental and physical health. The report then
examines whether laws critical to achieving LGBTI+ equality have been passed and
how LGBTI+ equality in Germany could be further improved through legislation. Finally,
beyond laws, the report focuses on policy achievements towards LGBTI+ equality, by
distinguishing between remedial policies, aimed at enforcing antidiscrimination and
anti-violence laws, and preventive policies, aimed at fostering a culture of equal treat-
ment of LGBTI+ individuals at school, in the workplace, and in healthcare.

Evaluation of Active Labour Market Policies in Finland

This report uses rich administrative data from different registers in Finland to evalu-
ate the impact of two types of training available to jobseekers: labour market training;
and self-motivated training. Training outcomes are examined that go beyond the proba-
bility of employment and how different population groups are affected. The report also
assesses the framework for impact evaluation of active labour market policies (ALMPs)
in Finland, covering the whole cycle of evidence-based policy making from strategy and
planning of evaluations, resources, data collection and evaluation methodologies to
dissemination of evidence and use in policy making. Finally, the report makes recom-
mendations for improving the effectiveness of Finland’s ALMPs and strengthening the
capacity of the Finnish authorities in conducting ALMP impact evaluations. This report
is the eleventh in a series of country reports on policies to connect people with better
jobs. It was produced as part of the OECD’s project with the European Commission
which aims to raise the quality of the data collected and their use in the evaluation of
the effectiveness of ALMPs.
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Framework for the Evaluation of SME and Entrepreneurship Pol-
icies and Programmes 2023

Evaluation is the foundation of evidence-based policy. Yet there is a dearth of reliable
impact evaluation in the area of SME and entrepreneurship policy. This publication is-
sues OECD guidance on how governments can promote reliable SME and entrepreneur-
ship policy evaluation. It emphasises practices including using control groups, setting
clear policy objectives and targets and accounting for business survival and non-surviv-
al. It shows that reliable evaluation of SME and entrepreneurship policy is increasingly
accessible given improvements in data and techniques in recent years and illustrates
this with examples of 50 reliable evaluations across many SME and entrepreneurship
policy areas and 28 OECD countries. Overall, the publication issues a call for more
systematic and reliable evaluation of SME and entrepreneurship policies following the
guidance offered.

The publication also examines the findings of reliable evaluations internationally,
including meta evaluations. The evidence is mixed but generally more robust and con-
sistent for policies to improve access to finance than in the provision of training and
advisory services. Some policies have positive impacts on key measures whereas others
do not. The reasons are explored, including poor targeting of policies and variations in
the effectiveness of different delivery instruments.

International Standards for Fruit and Vegetables
Passion Fruit

This brochure is published within the framework of the Scheme for the Application
of International Standards for Fruit and Vegetables established by OECD in 1962. It
comprises explanatory notes and illustrations to facilitate the uniform interpretation of
the current standard for Passion Fruit. It demonstrates the quality parameters on high
quality photographs. Thus it is a valuable tool for the inspection authorities, profession-
al bodies and traders interested in international trade in this produce.
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Some manufacturing activities are among the most difficult human activities to make
climate neutral and they are typically regionally concentrated. Across Europe these re-
gions are often socioeconomically relatively weak. Yet these sectors provide relatively
well-paid jobs in many of these regions. Some of these regions may also have more

difficult access to infrastructure to provide the hydrogen, carbon capture and storage @)oeco
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It identifies conditions for getting access to needed infrastructure and how access

conditions differ across regions. It investigates the socio-economic vulnerabilities of af-

fected regions, their manufacturing businesses and workers. In some regions, workers

and firms may be particularly vulnerable, for example, because of low-skill jobs, type of

employment contract or low productivity.
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Debating the Aid System p) e

In the last three years, multiple global crises and the growing urgency of containing
climate change have put current models of development co-operation to, perhaps,

their most radical test in decades. The goal of a better world for all seems harder to
reach, with new budgetary pressures, demands to provide regional and global public @)oeco
goods, elevated humanitarian needs, and increasingly complex political settings. Cri- Print ver.
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Development Co-operation Report takes stock of these challenges, and proposes ways

support locally-led transformation in partner countries; modernise business models $36.00
and financial management practices; and rebalance power relations in international
decision-making and partnerships. The report draws on insights from heads of state,

leaders of international organisations, practitioners, academia and civil society, with

particular emphasis on voices representing the diverse experiences and perspectives of

low- and middle-income countries and their populations.
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OECD Development Co-operation Peer Reviews: Hungary 2023

The OECD’s Development Assistance Committee (DAC) conducts peer reviews of in-
dividual members once every five to six years. Reviews seek to improve the quality and
effectiveness of members’ development co-operation, highlighting good practices and
recommending improvements. A DAC member since only 2016, Hungary has achieved
impressive growth in its official development assistance (ODA). Bilateral co-operation
has increased, in particular, and relies on close consultation with partners. Hungary
champions sustainable water management, combining diplomacy, domestic expertise
and development co-operation. In fragile contexts, it focuses its support to local civil
society organisations, and in particular faith-based actors. As it continues to make
progress towards established DAC standards and ways of working, an institutional re-
organisation provides Hungary with significant opportunities for further reform. This
peer review provides a set of recommendations to increase the impact of Hungary’s
engagement in partner countries, deepen collaboration across institutions and with
stakeholders, strengthen internal systems, and balance tensions between domestic and
global objectives.

LiFE Lessons from India
The Benefits of Advancing the Lifestyle for Environment (LiFE)
Initiative through the G20

India, the Lifestyle for Environment (LiFE) initiative aims to encourage the adoption
of sustainable lifestyles in India and internationally to tackle the challenges of environ-
mental degradation and climate change.

This report examines how India has integrated several policies in its energy transi-
tion strategy that are aligned with the LiFE initiative, highlighting the potential for be-
havioural change and consumption choices to help advance energy transitions globally.

It then analyses the impact on energy consumption, costs and emissions of measures
like those proposed by the LiFE initiative, such as buying an EV or taking public trans-
port, if they were adopted globally.

Finally, it considers how India’s first G20 Presidency could strengthen the LiFE ini-
tiative by anchoring it in the G20’s current framing of energy transitions and initiating
processes to gather experience and best practices of policies and programmes that G20
members are already conducting.
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