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OECD Economic Surveys: Sweden 2023 

After a relatively strong performance during and after the pandemic, short-term 
growth prospects are weak. High inflation has eroded real wages and tighter mo-
netary policy has increased borrowing costs and led to a housing price correction. 
Macroeconomic policies should ensure that higher inflation does not become 
entrenched. Better matching skills to labour demand, loosening rent controls and im-
proving the integration of disadvantaged groups into the labour market could further 
boost employment and lay the ground for an inclusive recovery. Income taxation and 
the social safety net could also better incentivise work, in the context of population 
ageing and mounting spending pressures ahead. Sweden is among the OECD’s best 
performers in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, with a comprehensive policy 
framework and relatively efficient policies. However, the decision to reduce biofuel 
blending requirements will likely move the 2030 reduction target out of reach unless 
compensated by new ambitious measures. Completing a nascent green industrial re-
volution will require considerable investments in electricity generation, storage and 
transmission, but long planning and permitting procedures slow many key projects 
down. Attracting the people and skills to run industry and complementary public 
services is a particular challenge for northern communities already facing labour 
shortages.

SPECIAL FEATURES: CLIMATE POLICIES AND SWEDEN’S GREEN INDUSTRIAL REVO-
LUTION
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OECD Economic Surveys: Iceland 2023
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Iceland’s economy is one of the fastest-growing in the OECD, driven by foreign 
tourism and strong domestic demand. The labour market is tight and wage growth 
robust, while high wage compression helps maintain a highly egalitarian economy. 
Inflation is persistent and broadening, and inflation expectations have de-anchored. 
The fiscal stance is tightening but consolidation could be faster to support mone-
tary policy. Despite progress, barriers to entry remain in many sectors. Structural 
reform could raise productivity while also contributing to disinflation. Higher and 
broader taxation of greenhouse gas emissions, and investing in lower-cost actions 
to cut emissions, would help achieve further reductions efficiently. Immigration has 
increased rapidly since the late 1990s, driven largely by strong economic growth and 
high standards of living. This has brought important economic benefits, including by 
boosting the working age population and helping Iceland to meet labour demands 
in fast-growing sectors. However, challenges regarding the integration of immigrants 
and their children need to be addressed. More effective language training for im-
migrants and improved skill recognition procedures are called for. So is enhancing 
teachers’ preparedness to accommodate students’ diverse educational needs. Better 
integration also requires meeting the housing needs of the immigrant population, 
including through expanding the supply of social and affordable housing.

THEMATIC CHAPTER: ADDRESSING THE CHALLENGES AND UNLEASHING THE BENE-
FITS OF IMMIGRATION

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/economics/oecd-economic-surveys-sweden-2023_ceed5fd4-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/economics/oecd-economic-surveys-iceland-2023_b3880f1a-en
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National Accounts of OECD Countries, General Government 
Accounts 2022
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This is an annual publication, dedicated to government finance, which is based on the 
System of National Accounts 2008 (SNA 2010). It includes tables showing government 
aggregates and balances for the production, income and financial accounts as well as 
detailed tax and social contribution receipts and a breakdown of expenditure of gene-
ral government by function, according to the harmonised international classification, 
COFOG.

OECD Economic Surveys: Portugal 2023
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The Portuguese economy has rebounded strongly from the COVID-19 crisis. Though 
high inflation and weak global economic conditions have slowed growth in 2022, re-
newed fiscal support helped to cushion the impact. Public debt relative to GDP has 
declined below its 2019 level, but rapid population ageing and strong investment needs 
are increasing fiscal pressures. Potential growth and productivity gains have declined 
and skill shortages have emerged. Implementing the ambitious Recovery and Resilience 
Plan and ensuring fiscal sustainability through more efficient spending and a strengthe-
ned fiscal framework are key to a sustained recovery. Streamlining complex adminis-
trative processes as part of the public sector’s digitalisation efforts and reviewing re-
gulations in professional services and retail trade can improve productivity. In addition, 
investment in the green transition should continue to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and strengthen climate resilience, in line with Portugal’s goal of carbon neutrality. At 
the same time, while life expectancy is high, the health sector is suffering from staff 
shortages, underinvestment and long waiting lists. Moving towards a more integrated 
system of primary, community and hospital care could improve the quality of care and 
value for money. Reforming primary care would also help to improve access for low-in-
come households and limit avoidable hospitalisations.

SPECIAL FEATURE: IMPROVING HEALTH OUTCOMES

OECD Insurance Statistics 2022

PDF ver. 
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This annual publication shows official insurance statistics for all OECD countries in-
cluding data on premiums collected, claims, and commissions by type of insurance; in-
vestments by type of investment; and numbers of companies and employees. The data, 
which are standardised as far as possible, are broken down under numerous sub-hea-
dings, and a series of indicators makes the characteristics of the national markets more 
readily comprehensible.
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OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises on Responsible 
Business Conduct 
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The OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises on Responsible Business Conduct 
are recommendations addressed by governments to multinational enterprises. They 
aim to encourage positive contributions enterprises can make to economic, environ-
mental and social progress, and to minimise adverse impacts on matters covered by 
the Guidelines that may be associated with an enterprise’s operations, products and 
services. The Guidelines cover all key areas of business responsibility, including human 
rights, labour rights, environment, bribery, consumer interests, disclosure, science and 
technology, competition, and taxation. The 2023 edition of the Guidelines provides 
updated recommendations for responsible business conduct across key areas, such as 
climate change, biodiversity, technology, business integrity and supply chain due dili-
gence, as well as updated implementation procedures for the National Contact Points 
for Responsible Business Conduct.

Brick by Brick (Volume 2)
Better Housing Policies in the Post-COVID-19 Era

Expanding on the findings of Brick by Brick: Better Housing Policies, this second vo-
lume delves into key trends shaping housing policies in the post-COVID-19 era. The 
first chapter provides an overview and discusses the need to monitor the pandemic’s 
impacts on housing affordability, address the energy crisis through low-carbon housing 
initiatives, maintain financial resilience amid fluctuating housing cycles, and facilitate 
the reshaping of housing markets in response to remote work and environmental 
concerns. The second chapter focuses on the decarbonisation of the housing sector. It 
recommends a mix of carbon pricing, energy-efficiency certification and regulation, and 
subsidies to meet net-zero targets while accounting for housing market specificities. 
The chapter also calls for deploying complementary policies to limit adverse impacts on 
low-income households. The third chapter examines housing finance, focusing on the 
tension between supporting mortgage borrowing and promoting financial resilience. It 
also discusses the rise of non-bank real estate finance and the potential for mortgage 
finance to support housing decarbonisation. The fourth chapter explores how the new 
work-life balance, enabled by the rise of remote work, is reshaping housing demand 
and proposes a set of tailored urban policies to address this shift. Overall, the report 
provides a comprehensive blueprint for housing policies in the post-pandemic world.
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FDI Qualities Review of Chile
Boosting Sustainable Development and Diversification

PDF ver. 
Code: daf-2023-48-en 
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pages: 96  $18.00  

This report provides policy recommendations on how to strengthen the economic, 
social and environmental benefits of foreign direct investment (FDI). It provides an 
extensive assessment on how FDI contributes to Chile’s economic diversification into 
sustainable and knowledge-intensive activities (e.g. green hydrogen, information tech-
nology), and also assesses the policy and regulatory framework influencing the impact 
of FDI on sustainable development in Chile.

Finance and Investment 
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Supporting FinTech Innovation in the Czech Republic
Regulatory Sandbox Design Considerations 

PDF ver. 
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The FinTech sector is a nascent market in the Czech Republic, with only around one 
hundred regulated or unregulated FinTech firms. This report analyses the Czech FinTech 
ecosystem and identifies possible hurdles to innovative development. The report also 
provides recommendations for designing a regulatory sandbox tailored to the country’s 
specificities and which could help alleviate some of the impediments to FinTech deve-
lopment. A sandbox could enhance the Czech authorities’ understanding of the impact 
of innovative mechanisms on financial activities, and enable supervisors to better mo-
nitor and ensure compliance of FinTech activities. It could also enhance communication 
between firms and authorities through targeted dialogue and customised guidance.

Competition Market Study of Ukraine’s Electricity Sector

PDF ver. 
Code: daf-2023-80-en 
ISBN: 9789264643949 
pges: 140  $25.00  

This market study analyses Ukraine’s electricity sector from a competition perspec-
tive. It provides a detailed description and assessment of the regulatory framework 
within which the Ukrainian electricity markets operate, as well as an analysis of the 
obstacles to competition in the wholesale and retail markets. This report includes re-
commendations to address the underlying causes of ineffective competition that, if im-
plemented in the recovery phase following Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, 
can contribute to achieving a well-functioning, competitive electricity sector.

OECD Competition Assessment Reviews: Tunisia 2023

PDF ver. 
Code: daf-2023-76-en 
ISBN: 9789264476813 
pages: 180  $32.00  

This review analyses regulatory barriers to competition in the tourism sector in Tu-
nisia, with the goal of helping Tunisian authorities mitigate harm to competition and 
foster long-lasting growth. This report is based on a competition assessment conducted 
by the OECD identifying rules and regulations that may hinder the competitive and 
efficient functioning of markets in the tourism activities under review. This review also 
includes estimates of how the implementation of certain recommendations could im-
pact the economy. This is the second competition assessment review conducted by the 
OECD in Tunisia, after a 2019 review of the freight transport sector and of the whole-
sale and retail trade sectors.
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International Standards for Automatic Exchange of Information 
in Tax Matters

Crypto-Asset Reporting Framework and 2023 update to the 
Common Reporting Standard

PDF ver. 
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    ISBN: 9789264893955 
pages: 130  Free 

Since the adoption of the Standard for Automatic Exchange of Financial Account 
Information in Tax Matters in 2014, it has been implemented by jurisdictions and fi-
nancial institutions across the globe. Taking into account the experience gained and 
the growing digitalisation of financial markets, a comprehensive review of the Stan-
dard was undertaken. As a result, this publication includes the Crypto-Asset Reporting 
Framework (CARF) and amendments to the Common Reporting Standard (CRS), along 
with associated Commentaries and exchange of information frameworks, as approved 
by the Committee on Fiscal Affairs, which now collectively represent the International 
Standards for Automatic Exchange of Information in Tax Matters.

The CARF provides for the automatic exchange of tax relevant-information on cryp-
to-assets and was developed to address the rapid growth of the crypto-asset market 
and to ensure that recent gains in global tax transparency are not gradually eroded.

The CRS was amended to bring certain electronic money products and central bank 
digital currencies in scope. Changes have also been made to ensure that indirect invest-
ments in crypto-assets through derivatives and investment vehicles are now covered 
by the CRS. In addition, amendments have been made to strengthen the due diligence 
and reporting requirements and to provide a carve-out for genuine non-profit organisa-
tions.

This publication also includes the Revised Recommendation of the OECD Council 
on the International Standards for Automatic Exchange of Information in Tax Matters, 
which covers both the CARF and amended CRS.

Public Governance Monitor of Sweden 

PDF ver. 
Code: gov-2023-325-en
ISBN: 9789264891562 
pages :80  $18.00  

This OECD Public Governance Monitor (PGM) provides a concise analysis of Swe-
den’s public governance system, instruments and capabilities, and helps identify areas 
of opportunities for public governance reforms. The report provides an overview of 
public administration in Sweden looking at public governance mechanisms around six 
key themes: public sector effectiveness, spending, citizen participation, the governance 
of climate change and other cross-cutting priorities, digital transformation, and public 
integrity. The report suggests several priorities for reforms to improve public sector ef-
fectiveness, increase the impact of participatory mechanisms, reinforce the governance 
of cross-cutting topics, strengthen the steering of digital government policy and take a 
more holistic approach to public sector integrity, in particular by revising the national 
anti-corruption plan.
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https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/taxation/international-standards-for-automatic-exchange-of-information-in-tax-matters_896d79d1-en
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Strengthening Romania’s Integrity and Anti-corruption Mea-
sures
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This report assesses Romania’s efforts to strengthen its integrity and anti-corruption 
system. It looks at the achievements of the 2021-2025 National Anticorruption Strategy 
(NAS) as well as the challenges that remain, including addressing structural issues such 
as political engagement, the role and placement of ethics offices and the design and 
review of integrity plans. The report provides recommendations for mainstreaming 
central government integrity policies into practical and concrete actions at the sectoral 
level, with a view to improving implementation of the 2021-2025 NAS as well as future 
strategies.

OECD Review of Gender Equality in Colombia

PDF ver. 
Code: gov-2023-175-en
ISBN: 9789264673311 
paegs: 224  $39.00  

In recent decades, Colombia has pursued a strategy to encourage gender equality 
as an important enabler of inclusive growth and national well-being and to promote 
gender mainstreaming through institutions, policies and tools. This report assesses 
four main pillars of Colombia’s governance for gender equality, analysing strengths and 
identifying areas for further improvement. It examines strategic planning for gender 
equality policy, a whole-of-government approach to promoting gender equality policy, 
using government tools to achieve gender equality objectives, and an inclusive and 
gender-sensitive emergency preparedness framework. The report also provides exa-
mples of different approaches in OECD Member and partner countries to closing gen-
der equality gaps. Based on this analysis, the report proposes solutions to help Colom-
bia strengthen gender mainstreaming and gender-sensitive policy making to promote 
sustainable, inclusive economic growth.

Indicators of Immigrant Integration 2023
Settling In

PDF ver. 
Code: els-2023-712-en     
ISBN: 9789264675834             
pages: 284  Free 

This joint OECD-European Commission publication presents a comprehensive com-
parison of the integration outcomes of immigrants and their children in OECD, EU and 
selected other countries. It includes 83 indicators covering three main areas: labour 
market and skills; living conditions; and civic engagement and social integration. The 
publication also provides detailed data on the characteristics of immigrant populations 
and households. Three special chapters are dedicated to focusing on the integration 
outcomes of specific groups: elderly migrants, youth with foreign-born parents, and 
third-country nationals in the European Union and European OECD countries.
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https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/oecd-review-of-gender-equality-in-colombia_a559fc5e-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/strengthening-romania-s-integrity-and-anti-corruption-measures_ff88cfa4-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/indicators-of-immigrant-integration-2023_1d5020a6-en
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Reporting Gender Pay Gaps in OECD Countries
Guidance for Pay Transparency Implementation, Monitoring 

and Reform

PDF ver. 
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Pay transparency policies are gaining momentum throughout the OECD. Over half 
of OECD countries require private sector firms to report their gender pay gap statistics 
regularly to stakeholders like employees, employee representatives, the government, 
and/or the public. Gender pay gap reporting, equal pay audits and other pay trans-
parency policies help advance gender equality at the workplace, as these measures 
present up-to-date information on a firm’s gender pay gap, encourage employers to 
offer equal pay for work of equal value, and give individual workers and their represen-
tatives valuable insights to fight for pay equity. This report presents the most thorough 
stocktaking to date of gender pay gap reporting policies and evaluations across OECD 
countries, and offers guidance to countries interested in introducing, reforming and 
monitoring their pay transparency systems to promote equal pay for women and men.

Social issues/Migration/Health

Beyond Applause? Improving Working Conditions in Long-
Term Care

PDF ver. 
Code: els-2023-717-en 
ISBN: 9789264445581 
pages: 160  $28.00 

This report presents an in-depth cross-country analysis of how long-term care wor-
kers fare along the different dimensions of job quality. In the initial stages of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the applause for care workers was a clear expression of the strong 
recognition of their hard work and exposure to risks in their job. However, as the 
applause faded after the peak of the crisis, questions have re-emerged about how to 
improve the working conditions of long-term care workers in a sustainable way. Over 
the coming decades, the demand for these workers will increase substantially. Several 
countries are already facing shortages as the large baby-boom generation joins the ol-
der population.

To go Beyond Applause, a comprehensive policy strategy is needed to tackle poor 
working conditions and insufficient social recognition of long-term care work, attract 
workers in the sector and avoid labour shortages reaching unacceptable levels. Such 
a strategy should cover several dimensions, with different priorities across countries 
depending on their specific context, including: direct interventions to raise wages and 
increase staff requirements; increasing public financing and fostering the leading role 
by governments; supporting collective bargaining and social dialogue; strengthening 
training; increasing use of new technologies; and, strengthening health prevention po-
licies.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/reporting-gender-pay-gaps-in-oecd-countries_ea13aa68-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/beyond-applause-improving-working-conditions-in-long-term-care_27d33ab3-en
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Policy Actions for Affordable Housing in Lithuania

PDF ver. 
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Many Lithuanian households struggle to afford good-quality housing. The housing 
stock is dominated by owner-occupied, multi-apartment buildings that are energy inef-
ficient and face persistent quality gaps. While average household spending on housing 
is relatively low, house prices have been rising, and many households cannot afford to 
move to higher quality homes that better suit their needs. Lithuanian policy makers 
have stepped up support for housing in recent years, but more actions are needed. 
This report presents the main features of the Lithuanian housing market, highlights 
housing challenges that have been amplified by the current economic and geopolitical 
crises, and assesses current policies to address housing affordability and quality gaps. 
It proposes a series of recommendations to strengthen the supply of and access to 
affordable housing, and to support Lithuania’s commitment to make housing policy a 
priority.

Health System Performance Assessment Framework for Estonia

PDF ver. 
Code: els-2023-707-en 
ISBN: 9789264320383 
pages: 80  Free 

The Health System Performance Assessment (HSPA) framework for Estonia acts as a 
tool for stakeholders and policy makers to guide health reforms in an evidence-based 
and targeted manner. This report outlines the Estonian HSPA framework and docu-
ments its development through a highly inclusive and consultative process. It also re-
ports on indicators that were selected to populate the first Estonian HSPA report, their 
selection criteria and core methodologies, and describes the HSPA governance struc-
ture, implementation plan, and HSPA capacity building. The report provides a guideline 
to embed the HSPA in Estonian governance processes in a sustainable manner. Imple-
menting the HSPA will improve systematised public reporting on the health system per-
formance in Estonia, thus increasing transparency and accountability of stakeholders 
and public awareness and involvement in the health system policy making.

Social issues/Migration/Health

Skills and Labour Market Integration of Immigrants and their 
Children in Flanders

PDF ver. 
Code: els-2023-718-en
ISBN: 9789264772106 
pages: 262  $46.00  

Flanders experienced large inflows of immigrants over the past decade, coming from 
an increasingly diverse range of countries, with growth rates outpacing the Nether-
lands, France and Germany, as well as Belgium as a whole. While integration outcomes 
have improved in recent years, some of the core indicators remain unfavourable in in-
ternational comparison, especially for non-EU immigrant women, refugees, and youth 
with migrant parents. Against this backdrop, Flanders has developed a comprehensive 
integration policy. This review, the fourth in the series Working Together for Integration, 
provides an in-depth analysis of the Flemish integration system, highlighting its stren-
gths, weaknesses, and potential areas for improvement. Earlier reviews in this series 
looked at integration in Sweden (2016), Finland (2018) and Norway  (2022).

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/health-system-performance-assessment-framework-for-estonia_e67df802-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/policy-actions-for-affordable-housing-in-lithuania_ca16ff6d-en
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Strengthening Latvia’s Housing Affordability Fund

PDF ver. 
Code: els-2023-709-en
ISBN: 9789264382978
pages: 150  $25.00  

The Latvian government established the Housing Affordability Fund in mid-2022, 
a long-term self-sustaining financing model to channel investment into affordable 
housing. The fund is now being scaled up to ensure lasting impact on Latvian housing 
market. This report identifies options for institutional arrangements, funding and finan-
cing opportunities, and operational tools to achieve this aim. It draws on the rich and 
diverse experiences of four peer countries in establishing and operating revolving fund 
schemes for affordable housing (Austria, Denmark, the Netherlands and Slovenia), and 
also reflects findings from engagement with a range of stakeholders in the Latvian hou-
sing sector.

Social issues/Migration/Health
Exploring Norway’s Fertility, Work, and Family Policy Trends

PDF ver. 
Code: els-2023-719-en
ISBN: 9789264648630   
pages: 164  $32.00  

Like other Nordic countries Norway has been investing heavily in family policy to 
enable combining work and family life. Nevertheless, between 2009 and 2022 the To-
tal Fertility Rate (TFR) in Norway dropped from 2 children to 1.4 children per woman. 
What is happening, and why? Can Norwegian parents still reconcile work and family 
commitments? What role do demographic trends play for the future of the Norwegian 
society? Should we worry? These are some of the questions that this study addresses. 
It illustrates various aspects of fertility trends, as well as changes in the Norwegian la-
bour market as well as in Norway’s comprehensive system of public family support. The 
study also looks at social attitudes and how these might be affecting family formation 
and fertility trends. The final chapter projects demographic, economic, fiscal and social 
outcomes under different fertility trend scenarios.

Personalised Public Services for People in Vulnerable Situations 
in Lithuania

Towards a More Integrated Approach

PDF ver. 
Code: els-2023-705-en 
ISBN: 9789264325319 
pages: 182  $32.00 

Despite strong economic performance and significant governance reforms over the 
past few decades, Lithuania has a higher share of its population at-risk-of poverty than 
other EU countries (21.4% in 2020 compared to an EU average of 16.3%), with some 
people more at risk than others, particularly people with multiple and complex needs 
in vulnerable situations who tend to rely more on public services.

The provision of personalised services is fundamental to addressing the needs of 
people in vulnerable situations and to improving their well-being. This report is part 
of a joint project between the OECD and the European Commission to develop a more 
integrated approach to personalised services for people with disabilities, young people 
leaving care, and people leaving prison in Lithuania and to increase the involvement of 
non-governmental organisations in the design and delivery of those services.

The report provides an analysis and assessment of the governance arrangements and 
NGO involvement in Lithuanian public service provision, the associated operating mo-
dels and information technology (IT) infrastructure of employment and social services; 
and service design and delivery methods for the three groups. Finally, the report pro-
poses recommendations to deliver effective, well-integrated public services to people 
in vulnerable situations in Lithuania.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/exploring-norway-s-fertility-work-and-family-policy-trends_f0c7bddf-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/personalised-public-services-for-people-in-vulnerable-situations-in-lithuania_e028d183-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/strengthening-latvia-s-housing-affordability-fund_84736a67-en
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Artificial Intelligence in Science
Challenges, Opportunities and the Future of Research

PDF ver. 
Code: sti-2023-66-en 
ISBN: 9789264446212 
pages: 310  Free 

The rapid advances of artificial intelligence (AI) in recent years have led to numerous 
creative applications in science. Accelerating the productivity of science could be the 
most economically and socially valuable of all the uses of AI. Utilising AI to accelerate 
scientific productivity will support the ability of OECD countries to grow, innovate and 
meet global challenges, from climate change to new contagions.

This publication is aimed at a broad readership, including policy makers, the public, 
and stakeholders in all areas of science. It is written in non-technical language and 
gathers the perspectives of prominent researchers and practitioners. The book exa-
mines various topics, including the current, emerging, and potential future uses of 
AI in science, where progress is needed to better serve scientific advancements, and 
changes in scientific productivity.

Additionally, it explores measures to expedite the integration of AI into research in 
developing countries.

A distinctive contribution is the book’s examination of policies for AI in science. Policy 
makers and actors across research systems can do much to deepen AI’s use in science, 
magnifying its positive effects, while adapting to the fast-changing implications of AI for 
research governance.

Science and Technology

Education 
OECD Skills Strategy Bulgaria
Assessment and Recommendations

PDF ver. 
Code: skc-2023-147-en
ISBN: 9789264835030 
pages: 250  $43.00

Skills are the key to shaping a better future and central to the capacity of countries 
and people to thrive in an increasingly interconnected and rapidly changing world. Me-
gatrends such as digitalisation, globalisation, demographic change and climate change 
are reshaping work and society, generating a growing demand for higher levels and 
new sets of skills.

OECD Skills Strategy projects provide a strategic and comprehensive approach to 
assess countries’ skills challenges and opportunities and help them build more effec-
tive skills systems. The OECD works collaboratively with countries to develop policy 
responses that are tailored to each country’s specific skills needs. The foundation of 
this approach is the OECD Skills Strategy Framework, which allows for an exploration 
of what countries can do better to: 1) develop relevant skills over the life course; 2) use 
skills effectively in work and in society; and 3) strengthen the governance of the skills 
system.

This report, OECD Skills Strategy Bulgaria: Assessment and Recommendations, identi-
fies opportunities and makes recommendations to improve youth skills, improve adult 
skills, use skills effectively in the labour market and at work, and improve the gover-
nance of the skills system in Bulgaria.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/oecd-skills-strategy-bulgaria_c2eb2f34-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/science-and-technology/artificial-intelligence-in-science_a8d820bd-en
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Moldova has made digitalisation a policy priority. The country is currently preparing 
its Digital Transformation Strategy 2023-30, which will emphasise digital literacy, as well 
as digital business skills, with a view to improving private sector competitiveness. Digi-
talisation has already brought significant benefits to Moldova, where ICT has been one 
of the most dynamic sectors over the past years; yet Moldovan firms in non-IT sectors 
remain at the beginning of their digitalisation journey. Skills shortages are a major bar-
rier in that regard, particularly affecting SMEs who encounter more difficulties in attrac-
ting and retaining skilled workers, as well as up-skilling or reskilling their workforces.

Building on previous OECD work on digitalisation policies, the OECD provided gui-
dance to Moldova throughout 2022 on how to build a conducive ecosystem and set 
the right policies to further advance the development and uptake of digital business 
skills among SMEs. This report presents an overview of those issues, looking at 1) the 
institutional and policy framework; 2) skills assessment and anticipation tools; and 3) 
SME-specific support for digital skills development.

OECD SME and Entrepreneurship Outlook 2023 
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Over the past few years, the global economy has suffered profound shocks that have 
had a marked impact on small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and entrepre-
neurs. While government support protected SMEs from the economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, new threats have emerged. Rising geopolitical tensions and global 
financial risks, high inflation, tightening monetary and fiscal policies, labour shortages, 
high trade barriers and slowing integration into global value chains all contribute to a 
more challenging business environment for SMEs. Meanwhile, there is an urgent need 
to accelerate the contribution of SMEs and entrepreneurship to the green and digital 
transitions and help them navigate a changing international trade and investment 
landscape. Against this background, the OECD SME and Entrepreneurship Outlook 
2023 provides new evidence on recent trends in SME performance, changing business 
conditions, and policy implications. It reflects on the broad underlying theme of SME 
integration into a series of networks, including global production and supply-chain 
networks and the role of women led-businesses in international trade, knowledge and 
innovation networks, and skill ecosystems, as well as the main policies in place to en-
sure SMEs can integrate these networks and benefit from the ongoing transformations 
they go through. The report also contains statistical country profiles that benchmark 
the 38 OECD across a set of indicators.

Industry and Services
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Spain has a dynamic and competitive agro-food sector. However, higher producti-
vity has not always reduced environmental pressures. The agricultural innovation and 
knowledge system could play a key role in addressing the environmental challenges and 
improving the sector’s resilience.

Policies for the Future of Farming and Food in Spain undertakes a thorough exami-
nation of the Spanish agro-food sector. It applies the OECD Productivity, Sustainability 
and Resilience (PSR) analytical framework along with the latest data from the OECD 
Agri-Environmental Indicators to benchmark the country’s sustainable productivity per-
formance and to identify the main challenges facing the sector.

This report proposes a new policy approach, which puts innovation at the centre of 
a strategy to reconcile environmental performance and productivity growth. Its policy 
recommendations focus on actions to improve the agricultural knowledge and innova-
tion system and make it more responsive to the most urgent environmental pressures. 
This requires strengthening the institutional and regulatory framework that supports 
agricultural innovation and creating incentives to tackle the impediments for a more 
sustainable and resilient agriculture.

Policies for the Future of Farming and Food in the Nether-
lands 

PDF ver. 
Code: tad-2023-75-en 
ISBN: 9789264842250 
pages: 147  $25.00 

The Netherlands has built an agricultural sector that is a world leader in productivity 
and competitiveness. But environmental challenges have grown increasingly urgent 
and the sector will have to adjust. A recent court ruling on nitrogen pollution has set 
the stage for a transition towards a more environmentally sustainable path that will be 
difficult and contentious. Leveraging the strong innovation capacity of the sector will be 
key to finding long-term solutions that work for farmers, citizens and the environment.

Policies for the Future of Farming and Food in the Netherlands takes stock of the cur-
rent situation in the agriculture sector. It applies the OECD Productivity, Sustainability 
and Resilience (PSR) analytical framework along with the latest data from the OECD 
Agri-Environmental Indicators to benchmark the country’s sustainable productivity per-
formance and to identify the main challenges facing the sector, and make suggestions 
for a possible path forward.

Agriculture and Food
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Household choices – such as what to eat, how to get to work and how to heat our 
homes – have significant implications for the environment. With the urgency of envi-
ronmental action and the need to shift to more sustainable consumption patterns, ma-
king more sustainable choices holds great potential to reduce environmental impacts. 
Yet in the context of interlocking crises, governments face challenges in supporting 
households with policies that realise this potential.

How Green is Household Behaviour? presents an overview of results from the 2022 
OECD Survey on Environmental Policies and Individual Behaviour Change. The survey 
investigates household attitudes and behaviour with respect to energy, transport, 
waste and food systems. It was carried out across more than 17 000 households in 9 
countries, including Belgium, Canada, Israel, France, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzer-
land, the United Kingdom and the United States. The data collected also include infor-
mation on self-reported motivations and barriers to change, providing a unique source 
of empirical evidence to inform policy efforts to shift to more sustainable consumption 
patterns.
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Chemical accidents with serious consequences continue to happen in OECD Member 
countries and worldwide. Over the past decades, successive major accidents have 
caused deaths, injuries, significant environmental pollution and massive economic 
losses – from the hydrogen fluoride leak in Gumi (Korea) in 2012, the ammonium ni-
trate explosion in West, Texas (United States) in 2013 or, recently, the blow-up of a 
chemical facility in Tarragona (Spain) and the explosion at the port of Beirut (Lebanon) 
in 2020, and the blast in Leverkusen (Germany) in 2021. This third edition of the OECD 
Guiding Principles for Chemical Accident Prevention, Preparedness and Response pro-
vides guidance for the safe planning and operation of hazardous installations. It aims 
to support public authorities and industry in taking appropriate actions to prevent 
chemical accidents and to mitigate impacts of accidents that do nevertheless occur. 
These guiding principles apply to fixed installations at which hazardous substances are 
produced, processed, handled, stored, used or disposed of, in such a form and quantity 
that there might be a risk of occurrence of a chemical accident. These guiding principles 
constitute the technical guidance supporting the implementation of the Decision-Re-
commendation of the Council concerning Chemical Accident Prevention, Preparedness 
and Response adopted in 2023.

OECD Guiding Principles for Chemical Accident Prevention, 
Preparedness and Response - Third Edition 

Environment
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IUCLID (International Uniform Chemical Information Database) is a software appli-
cation designed to record, store, maintain and exchange data on chemicals. It is a key 
software application for both regulatory bodies and the chemical industry where it is 
used in the implementation of various regulatory programmes. IUCLID can be custo-
mised and configured to manage chemical data in different contexts and is a platform 
employing globally harmonised data elements pertinent to chemicals. It is continuously 
updated to provide greater customisation, extension and integration with other tools. 
This third edition provides the latest updates on IUCLID features and processes, in-
cluding the use of PostgreSQL, an updated matrix view of the use of IUCLID in OECD 
countries, the new release schedule, and information on new tools to support the use 
of IUCLID (Data Uploader) and the IUCLID Customisation Forum.

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: United States 2023
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The United States, the world’s largest economy, has made progress in reducing se-
veral environmental pressures while maintaining one of the highest Gross Domestic 
Products per capita in the world. It has decoupled emissions of greenhouse gases, air 
pollutants, water abstractions and domestic material consumption from economic and 
population growth. However, high consumption levels, intensive agricultural practices, 
climate change and urban sprawl continue to put pressure on the natural environment. 
Despite the recent acceleration of action to address climate change, further efforts are 
needed to achieve the goal of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. The United 
States is also among the major contributors to marine litter with serious consequences 
for communities and the environment. The review provides 30 recommendations to 
help the United States improve its environmental performance, with a special focus on 
marine litter and a cross-cutting focus on environmental justice.

This is the third Environmental Performance Review of the United States. It provides 
an independent, evidence-based evaluation of the country’s environmental perfor-
mance over the past decade.

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: Israel 2023
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Israel’s rapid economic and population growth along with a high degree of urbanisa-
tion continue to exert significant pressure on the environment. Israel has raised its cli-
mate ambitions in recent years, though is not on track to reach greenhouse gas reduc-
tion targets. Enhancing biodiversity protection, addressing water pollution and adapting 
to the impacts of climate change require further action. Israel has taken a number of 
key steps to advance its zero waste and circular economy agenda. However, further ef-
forts are required to improve waste management and introduce an economy-wide shift 
to a circular economy. The review provides 24 recommendations to help Israel improve 
its environmental performance, with a special focus on waste management and circular 
economy.

This is the second Environmental Performance Review of Israel. It provides an inde-
pendent, evidence-based evaluation of the country’s environmental performance over 
the past decade.

Environment
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This report presents the policy recommendations resulting from the National Dia-
logue on Water in Indonesia, which took place between June 2022 and March 2023. 
Getting water resources management right, underpinned with appropriate financing 
mechanisms, is a prerequisite for realising Indonesia’s ambitious national economic 
growth agenda to become one of the top five global economies by 2045. The Dialogue, 
therefore, centred around two priority areas: 1) financing water infrastructure and 2) 
non-structural measures for flood disaster risk reduction.

The report explores several instruments to enhance the financing of water services 
in Indonesia, such as the advantages and disadvantages of uniform water tariffs, in-
dependent economic regulation, pollution charges and demand management instru-
ments. The report recommends the utilisation of land value capture as an additional 
source of financing. It also explores how water information systems for disaster res-
ponse, flood forecasting and early warning can reduce flood disaster risk.

The National Dialogue on Water in Indonesia is part of a regional initiative with the 
Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Korea, the Asia Water Council and the 
OECD.
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This Glossary defines concepts and terms commonly used in evaluation and re-
sults-based management. It provides a shared understanding to support the design, 
management, monitoring and evaluation of interventions for sustainable development. 
As a reference document, it is helpful for those commissioning, managing, or conduc-
ting evaluations, as well as people involved in strategy or programme development, 
management and implementation. While originally developed for international deve-
lopment co-operation, the Glossary can be applied in any field of public policy and is 
also useful for civil society, academia, and other non-state actors.

This second edition includes updated content, including new definitions for the wi-
dely used evaluation criteria – relevance, coherence, effectiveness, efficiency, impact 
and sustainability – endorsed by the OECD Development Assistance Committee in 
2019. It also provides minor updates to the original text to reflect current good prac-
tice. As concepts and language are constantly evolving, the document will be revisited 
and updated in due course.

Glossary of Key Terms in Evaluation and Results-based Man-
agement in Sustainable Development (Second Edition)

Environment
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The OECD’s Development Assistance Committee (DAC) conducts peer reviews of in-
dividual members once every five to six years. Reviews seek to improve the quality and 
effectiveness of members’ development co-operation, highlighting good practices and 
recommending improvements. Iceland adopts a partner-led, poverty-focused and long-
term approach with its three partner countries and relies on multilateral partners to 
complement its bilateral portfolio. Iceland successfully advances gender equality and 
new framework agreements with civil society have strengthened partnerships. This 
peer review provides a set of recommendations for Iceland to remain focused in its 
2024-28 development co-operation policy and forthcoming environment and climate 
strategy, build on recent official development assistance (ODA) volume increases to de-
velop a concrete roadmap towards 0.7% GNI as ODA, and adopt a strategic workforce 
plan to address human resource constraints. It recommends that GRÓ training pro-
grammes prioritise strengthening partner institutions’ capacity and that the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs works to ensure additionality and sustainability when engaging with the 
private sector.

Production Transformation Policy Review
Spotlight on the Azores’ Internationalisation
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Located in the mid-Atlantic, the archipelagos of the Azores is an autonomous region 
of Portugal and an European Union Outermost Region. Once central to global trade 
routes, the Azores are aspiring to regain a prominent international role by leveraging 
their unique geographical, natural and historical attributes. To that end, this Produc-
tion Transformation Policy Review (PTPR) Spotlight identifies priority actions in several 
areas, including scientific research and collaborations, the ocean economy, agro-food 
and renewable-energy value chains. It shows the importance for EU Outermost Re-
gions, as well as for Small Island Developing States (SIDS), of building resilient inter-
national ties. It benefited from an extensive peer review process involving public and 
private stakeholders from Brazil, Iceland and the United States.
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As a European Green Capital 2023, Tallinn has a unique momentum to set the foun-
dations for its transition from a linear to a circular economy. The newly created Circu-
lar Economy Department in the city administration is a signal of this transformation. 
The city conceives the circular economy as a means to advance environmental goals 
while generating opportunities for job creation and stimulating innovation through 
a systems approach. This report summarises the findings from a 20-month policy 
dialogue between the OECD, the city of Tallinn and stakeholders from public, private 
and non-profit sectors. It provides the main components of existing circular economy 
initiatives promoted in Estonia and in the city of Tallinn, key challenges and policy re-
commendations to help the city develop its long-term vision on the circular economy, 
setting targets for the future.
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