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OECD Economic Surveys: Netherlands 2023

The Dutch economy swiftly returned to its pre-pandemic growth path, but rapidly 
rising inflation disrupted growth, magnifying existing challenges, such as the urgency 
of the transition to net zero, ageing-related fiscal pressures, and pervasive labour 
shortages. Significant investments in low-carbon infrastructure and technologies 
are needed to reduce fossil fuels dependence and exposure to global energy price 
fluctuations. Healthy public finances allowed for fiscal support to protect households 
and firms from surging energy prices, but population ageing will increase fiscal 
pressure going forward. Streamlining the tax system would enhance macro-financial 
stability and productivity by reducing distortions in investment and labour supply 
decisions. Lifting labour supply, in complement to raising productivity, would help to 
strengthen growth potential and enable the green and digital transitions. Removing 
tax disincentives on additional hours worked and streamlining income-dependent 
benefits while improving access to childcare would both increase labour input 
and reduce inequalities. Supporting re- and upskilling of the workforce, as well as 
narrowing regulatory gaps between regular and non-standard forms of employment 
further would alleviate shortages by facilitating transitions between occupations. 
Better integrating people with a migrant background and easing medium-skill labour 
migration in specific occupations could further boost labour supply.
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Finance and Investment 
OECD-FAO Business Handbook on Deforestation and Due 

Diligence in Agricultural Supply Chains

PDF ver. 
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pages: 62  Free

This handbook was developed by OECD and FAO to help companies embed 
considerations on deforestation and forest degradation into their corporate due 
diligence procedures. It is informed by FAO’s extensive work and experience on 
halting deforestation and forest degradation and promoting responsible governance 
of tenure. The handbook builds on the leading international, government-backed 
standards on supply chain due diligence and responsible business conduct: the OECD 
Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises and the associated due diligence framework 
set out in the OECD-FAO Guidance for Responsible Agricultural Supply Chains and 
the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Business Conduct. This handbook 
demonstrates how the OECD-FAO Guidance can be applied to address deforestation by 
contextualising existing recommendations and directing users towards helpful sources 
of due diligence information.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/economics/oecd-economic-surveys-netherlands-2023_dbda2baf-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/finance-and-investment/oecd-fao-business-handbook-on-deforestation-and-due-diligence-in-agricultural-supply-chains_c0d4bca7-en
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Taxation 
Revenue Statistics in Asia and the Pacific 2023
Strengthening Property Taxation in Developing Asia
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This annual publication compiles comparable tax revenue statistics for 30 economies, 
including Armenia, Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, People’s Republic of 
China, Cook Islands, Fiji, Indonesia, Japan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Nauru, New Zealand, 
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Thailand, 
Tokelau, Vanuatu and Viet Nam. Additionally, it provides information on non-tax 
revenues for selected economies. The publication applies the OECD Revenue Statistics 
methodology to Asian and Pacific economies, facilitating consistent comparison of 
tax levels and structures within the region as well as globally. This tenth edition of 
the report includes a special feature on strengthening property taxation in Asia. The 
publication is jointly produced by the OECD’s Centre for Tax Policy and Administration 
and the OECD Development Centre, in co-operation with the Asian Development Bank, 
the Pacific Island Tax Administrators Association and the Pacific Community.

Tax Challenges Arising from the Digitalisation of the Economy – 
Subject to Tax Rule (Pillar Two)

Inclusive Framework on BEPS
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A key part of the OECD/G20 BEPS Project is addressing the tax challenges arising 
from the digitalisation of the economy. In October 2021, over 135 jurisdictions joined 
a ground-breaking plan – the Two-Pillar Solution to Address the Tax Challenges Arising 
from the Digitalisation of the Economy – to update key elements of the international 
tax system which is no longer fit for purpose in a globalised and digitalised economy. 
The Global anti-Base Erosion Rules and the Subject to Tax Rule (STTR) are key 
components of Pillar Two of this plan and ensure multinational enterprises pay a 
minimum level of tax on the income arising in each of the jurisdictions where they 
operate. More specifically, the STTR is a treaty-based rule that protects the right of 
developing Inclusive Framework members to tax certain intra-group payments, where 
these are subject to a nominal corporate income tax that is below the minimum rate. 
This report contains the model treaty provision to give effect to the STTR, together with 
an accompanying commentary explaining the purpose and operation of the STTR.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/taxation/revenue-statistics-in-asia-and-the-pacific-2023_e7ea496f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/taxation/tax-challenges-arising-from-the-digitalisation-of-the-economy-subject-to-tax-rule-pillar-two_9afd6856-en
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Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information 
for Tax Purposes

Anguilla 2023 (Second Round, Supplementary Report) Peer Review 
Report on the Exchange of Information on Request

PDF ver. Code: ctp-2023-704-en ISBN: 9789264746619 pages: 92  $30.00  
Antigua and Barbuda 2023 (Second Round)Peer Review Report on 

the Exchange of Information on Request
PDF ver. Code: ctp-2023-695-en ISBN: 9789264903586 pages: 231  $30.00 

Argentina 2023 (Second Round, Combined Review) Peer Review 
Report on the Exchange of Information on Request

PDF ver. Code: ctp-2023-696-en ISBN: 9789264935884 pages: 84  $30.00  
Belize 2023 (Second Round) Peer Review Report on the Exchange of 

Information on Request
PDF ver. Code: ctp-2023-697-en ISBN: 9789264766297 pages: 163  $30.00 

Faroe Islands 2023 (Second Round) Peer Review Report on the 
Exchange of Information on Request

PDF ver. Code: ctp-2023-698-en ISBN: 9789264959767 pages: 135  $30.00  
Greenland 2023 (Second Round) Peer Review Report on the 

Exchange of Information on Request
PDF ver. Code: ctp-2023-699-en ISBN: 9789264507906 pages: 88  $30.00 

Lesotho 2023 (Second Round, Phase 1) Peer Review Report on the 
Exchange of Information on Request

PDF ver. Code: ctp-2023-700-en ISBN: 9789264935662 pages: 90  $30.00  
Paraguay 2023 (Second Round, Phase 1) Peer Review Report on the 

Exchange of Information on Request
PDF ver. Code: ctp-2023-701-en ISBN: 9789264662810 pages: 145  $30.00  
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 2023 (Second Round) Peer Review 

Report on the Exchange of Information on Request
PDF ver. Code: ctp-2023-702-en ISBN: 9789264421332 pages: 175  $30.00  
Seychelles 2023 (Second Round, Supplementary Report) Peer 

Review Report on the Exchange of Information on Request
PDF ver. Code: ctp-2023-703-en ISBN: 9789264608498 pages: 80  $30.00  

This publication contains the 2023 Second Round Supplementary Peer Review on the 
Exchange of Information on Request for each country.
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Governance 
Government at a Glance 2023
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The 2023 edition of Government at a Glance provides a comprehensive overview of 
public governance and public administration practices in OECD Member and partner 
countries. It includes indicators on trust in public institutions and satisfaction with 
public services, as well as evidence on good governance practices in areas such as 
the policy cycle, budgeting, public procurement, infrastructure planning and delivery, 
regulatory governance, digital government and open government data. Finally, it 
provides information on what resources public institutions use and how they are 
managed, including public finances, public employment, and human resources 
management. Government at a Glance allows for cross-country comparisons and helps 
identify trends, best practices, and areas for improvement in the public sector.

Understanding and Applying the Precautionary Principle in the 
Energy Transition

PDF ver. 
Code: gov-2023-340-en
ISBN: 9789264382589 
pages: 90  $18.00  

The precautionary principle has been an important aspect of regulatory delivery 
for nearly four decades. Now widely applied and with a global reach, the principle 
is often invoked whenever the scientific evidence surrounding the safety of a given 
technology is not conclusive. It is often applied where a safety risk is known to exist, 
but the probability and magnitude of harm are uncertain or unknown. The principle 
thus supports — and is an important element of — risk-based regulation. It is an 
important principle for the energy transition, in particular, though it is complex to 
apply in practice. The safety risk of technologies supporting the energy transition 
is immediate, which can lead regulators to operate and apply the principle over-
cautiously — sometimes to the extent of complete inaction. This report examines how 
the precautionary principle can be used to support flexible decision making by helping 
regulators and operators manage risk through positive action.

Gender Budgeting in OECD Countries 2023 
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This report provides an overview of gender budgeting practices across OECD 
countries, based on the 2022 OECD Survey on Gender Budgeting as well as trends from 
surveys conducted in 2016 and 2018. It takes stock of countries’ progress in developing 
an effective and sustainable gender budgeting approach and discusses challenges 
and plans for the further development of gender budgeting. Country case studies 
highlight gender budgeting in practice. The report also presents the 2022 OECD Gender 
Budgeting Index, which compares the implementation of gender budgeting across 
five key areas: 1) institutional and strategic arrangements; 2) methods and tools; 3) 
enabling environment; 4) accountability and transparency; and 5) impact.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/understanding-and-applying-the-precautionary-principle-in-the-energy-transition_5b14362c-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/government-at-a-glance-2023_3d5c5d31-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/gender-budgeting-in-oecd-countries-2023_647d546b-en
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Toolkit for Mainstreaming and Implementing Gender Equality 
2023

PDF ver. 
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The Toolkit for Mainstreaming and Implementing Gender Equality 2023 is a practical 
resource to help governments, parliaments and judiciaries implement the OECD 
Recommendation on Gender Equality in Public Life. It contains self-assessment 
tools to guide governments and other decision-making institutions in assessing the 
strengths and weaknesses of their policies, mechanisms, and frameworks for gender 
equality, and in setting priorities for improvement. The Toolkit highlights a range of 
possible actions to take and pitfalls to avoid in implementing the various provisions 
of the Recommendation. A revision of the 2018 online Toolkit on Mainstreaming and 
Implementing Gender Equality, it introduces concepts such as intersectionality and the 
future of work; includes expanded areas such as budgeting, public procurement and 
infrastructure; and provides the latest lessons and good practices from OECD countries.

Governance 

Risk-based Regulatory Design for the Safe Use of Hydrogen

PDF ver. 
Code: gov-2023-360-en
ISBN: 9789264628809 
pages: 425  $75.00

Low-emission hydrogen is expected to play an important role in the energy transition 
to tackle the climate crisis. It can decarbonate “hard-to-abate” sectors still relying 
on fossil fuels, turn low-carbon electricity into a fuel that can be transported using 
pipelines and provide a green transport alternative, in particular for heavy-duty and 
long-distance transport. Given its potential to combat climate change, it can allow for 
a net reduction in societal risks if managed responsibly. However, while its potential is 
widely acknowledged, its application is not yet meeting ambitions. Regulation is crucial 
to facilitate its application and ensure its safety. This report analyses trends, risks, and 
regulation of hydrogen technologies across economies. It supports the use of low-
emission hydrogen as part of the energy transition, by making recommendations for 
effective risk-based regulation, regulatory delivery and governance.

The Compliance Without Borders Handbook
Strengthening Integrity in State-Owned Enterprises Through Peer 

Learning 

PDF ver. 
Code: daf-2023-138-en
ISBN: 9789264589766 
pages: 40  Free

Corruption in state-owned enterprises has a unique ability to undermine 
governments, markets and citizens’ wellbeing. While international standards promote 
integrity in the state-owned sector, their implementation remains a challenge. This 
handbook describes an innovative peer-learning programme – Compliance Without 
Borders – and its contributions to strengthening anti-corruption compliance in state-
owned enterprises. It explains the benefits of galvanising the private sector to work 
with their state-owned counterparts in preventing corruption and levelling the playing 
field. By detailing how this new pair are successfully collaborating, the handbook also 
encourages others to join in leading by example.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/toolkit-for-mainstreaming-and-implementing-gender-equality-2023_3ddef555-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/risk-based-regulatory-design-for-the-safe-use-of-hydrogen_46d2da5e-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/the-compliance-without-borders-handbook_70514995-en
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Governance
Why Do Countries Import Fakes?
Linkages and Correlations with Main Socio-Economic Indicators
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This report looks at the demand for counterfeit goods and identifies its key drivers. It 
discusses the specificity of the demand for counterfeit goods, including both deliberate 
and unintentional demand. Indeed, some consumers will deliberately buy counterfeit 
and pirated goods while others will be deceived into buying illicit products, thinking 
they are genuine. The report also examines the profiles of destination economies in the 
global trade of counterfeit and pirated goods. It uses quantitative analysis to study the 
economic characteristics of various economies, including the quantitative relationship 
between counterfeit intensity and certain observable socioeconomic factors. The 
identification of socio-economic factors, in particular, influencing the demand for 
counterfeit and pirated goods is crucial to help policymakers develop appropriate 
policies, including better targeting of consumer awareness campaigns.

Driving Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development
Accelerating Progress on the SDGs

PDF ver. 
Code: gov-2023-409-en
ISBN: 9789264388079 
pages: 88  $18.00  

This report highlights countries’ practices in implementing the OECD Council 
Recommendation on Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development (PCSD). It 
illustrates how governments can use institutional mechanisms for PCSD to address 
complex international problems together – including implementing the 2030 Agenda 
– and explores how policy coherence principles can be applied to promote whole-of-
government approaches to policymaking. The report also applies a PCSD lens to the 
ocean – one of Earth’s largest global public commons and an obvious cross-border 
policy challenge. A growing number of countries are developing ocean economy 
strategies to connect sectoral policy silos, manage ocean resources and regulate ocean 
activities in a way that supports sustainable development that leaves no one behind.

Public Procurement in Malta
Building Capacity and Managing Risks

PDF ver. 
Code: gov-2023-304-en
ISBN: 9789264642966 
pages: 119  Free

In Malta, public procurement accounted for approximately 6% of GDP in 2019 and is 
recognised as a strategic instrument for achieving government policy goals, including 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite recent efforts, the public procurement 
system still faces several challenges in several areas. This report provides an overview 
of the procurement system and tailored recommendations in six main areas: i) the 
organisational structure of the public procurement system, ii) public procurement 
processes, iii) risk management, iv) the strategic use of public procurement, v) 
the professionalisation of the procurement workforce, and vi) the performance 
measurement framework.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/why-do-countries-import-fakes_8a4a4508-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/driving-policy-coherence-for-sustainable-development_a6cb4aa1-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/public-procurement-in-malta_d64e5e05-en
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Governance
Open Government Review of Romania 
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The Open Government Review provides an evidence-based assessment of 
the country’s open government agenda against the ten provisions of the OECD 
Recommendation of the Council on Open Government. The review takes stock of 
past reform efforts and provides guidance for Romania in designing, implementing, 
monitoring, and evaluating an integrated policy agenda to improve the relationship 
between government and citizens and the way they interact. In particular, this review 
highlights areas of opportunity for Romania regarding transparency, citizen and 
stakeholder participation, and creating an open state. Moreover, it outlines steps 
towards the design of the country’s first open government strategy, including an 
improved system of monitoring and evaluation.

Civic Space Review of Romania

PDF ver. 
Code: gov-2023-359-en
ISBN: 9789264529496 
pages: 200  $36.00  

The Civic Space Review of Romania provides an in-depth analysis of national legal 
frameworks, policies, institutions, and practices relevant to civic space protection. It 
reviews strengths and areas for improvement, and providing guidance on a wide range 
of issues. The Review assesses four key dimensions of civic space: civic freedoms, 
media freedoms and online civic space, the enabling environment for civil society 
organisations, and citizen participation in policy and decision making. The findings and 
recommendations offer a blueprint for a more transparent, responsive, participatory, 
and accountable governance in Romania that informs and engages citizens and 
empowers stakeholders to achieve shared objectives together.

Public Investment in Bulgaria
Planning and Delivering Infrastructure
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ISBN: 9789264985117 
pages: 84  $18.00  

This report outlines the findings of a review of public investment processes in 
Bulgaria and provides recommendations for improving its effectiveness and efficiency. 
It focuses on infrastructure planning, investment and delivery at the national and 
municipal levels. The report identifies what Bulgaria should retain and improve upon 
to ensure that investments made at the European, State and municipal levels achieve 
value for money and contribute to people’s well-being and living standards.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/open-government-review-of-romania_ff20b2d4-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/civic-space-review-of-romania_f11191be-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/public-investment-in-bulgaria_b73ef3b4-en
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Shaping Digital Education
Enabling Factors for Quality, Equity and Efficiency
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Investment in education technology has surged worldwide over the past decade and 
digital education technologies are now a key resource for OECD education and training 
systems. If used effectively, they promise to transform teaching and learning practices, 
to reduce learning inequalities and to create more inclusive and efficient education 
systems. However, countries’ experiences during the COVID-19 pandemic exposed 
shortcomings in the extent to which digital technologies are currently enabling high-
quality teaching and learning, and underlined the need for supportive policies and 
conditions to make use of their potential. The rapidly improving capabilities of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) also bring new focus to the role of education policy in preparing 
learners for an AI-driven future.

This report seeks to guide governments in shaping digital education. Offering a range 
of perspectives for governments and education stakeholders, it analyses enabling 
factors that can support quality, equity and efficiency in the use of digital technologies 
in education systems. It provides a 　comprehensive review of current trends and 
emerging policies, covering school education, vocational education and training (VET) 
and higher education, highlighting pathways to support a cohesive and holistic policy 
framework for digital education.

Education 

Governance
Towards a Child-friendly Justice System in Egypt
Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals

PDF ver. 
Code: gov-2023-357-en
ISBN: 9789264777408 
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This report analyses Egypt’s legal and policy framework and takes stock of the 
Egyptian Government’s efforts to co-ordinate child justice services and make the 
justice system in Egypt more child-friendly. It includes an analysis of specific design 
and delivery mechanisms of justice and support services based on the legal needs 
of children and identifies the roles, responsibilities and co-operation opportunities 
for relevant governmental stakeholders involved in child-friendly justice. The review 
considers a range of essential components of a child-friendly justice system in all its 
forms – criminal, civil and administrative justice. It highlights the results achieved so far 
and provides tailored policy recommendations to support Egypt in better meeting the 
justice needs of children, in line with international standards and treaties.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/shaping-digital-education_bac4dc9f-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/shaping-digital-education_bac4dc9f-en
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Who Really Cares about Using Education Research in Policy 
and Practice?

Developing a Culture of Research Engagement
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In today's dynamic and rapidly evolving world, evidence-informed decision-making 
has emerged as a cornerstone in guiding effective education policy and practice. In 
particular, creating a culture of research engagement is often highlighted as a key 
ingredient to strengthening the impact of research. However, it is not always clear how 
that works in practice.

The publication provides analyses of data collected from more than 30 education 
systems. It delves into how systemic and organisational capacity for thoughtful 
engagement with research can be built into policy and practice. It also contains 
concrete examples of building a culture of research engagement by presenting diverse 
case studies, analyses, tools and processes. It is intended as a practical resource for 
policy makers, educational leaders, teachers and the research community to stimulate 
reflection and guide their efforts to developing a culture of research engagement in 
education.

Building Future-Ready Vocational Education and Training 
Systems

PDF ver. 
Code: skc-2023-180-en
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A changing world of work brings the importance of Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) to the forefront, as it has the ability to develop the skills that are needed in 
today’s labour markets and societies. At the same time, structural changes highlight the 
need to re-engineer certain parts of VET systems in some countries to make them more 
resilient and ensure they can make the most of the opportunities ongoing changes 
present.

This report zooms in on four key dimensions of future-ready VET systems: i) 
responsiveness to changing skill needs; ii) the flexibility to make VET work for all; iii) the 
ability to support transitions into a changing labour market and further learning; iv) the 
potential of digital technology to innovate VET design and delivery. For each of these 
dimensions, the report presents a set of key questions that policymakers and other VET 
stakeholders should consider when re-engineering VET to make it more future-ready, 
as well as insights from data and international examples of policies and practices.

Education 

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/who-really-cares-about-using-education-research-in-policy-and-practice_bc641427-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/building-future-ready-vocational-education-and-training-systems_28551a79-en
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Promoting Active Ageing in Lithuania
Policy Challenges and Solutions
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Lithuania is one of the fastest-ageing countries in Europe. Its working-age population 
is not only ageing, but also expected to decline significantly, giving rise to considerable 
economic, labour market, social and public governance challenges. The inclusion of older 
persons has improved in many areas in the past two decades. Yet, many Lithuanians aged 
55 and over continue to lag in fully engaging in society relative to younger people and their 
peers in neighbouring countries. This report takes a holistic approach to analyse Active 
Ageing policies in Lithuania in three dimensions: labour market inclusion, social policies, 
and participation in public and political life. It provides tailored policy recommendations 
to improve the well-being of older people in Lithuania in terms of better employment and 
lifelong learning outcomes, stronger integration in society, and participation in democratic 
institutions and processes.

OECD Employment Outlook 2023
Artificial Intelligence and the Labour Market

PDF ver. 
Code: els-2023-710-en 
ISBN: 9789264599369 
pages: 250  $43.00  

The 2023 edition of the OECD Employment Outlook examines the latest labour market 
developments in OECD countries. It focuses, in particular, on the evolution of labour 
demand and widespread shortages, as well as on wage developments in times of high 
inflation and related policies. It also takes stock of the current evidence on the impact of 
artificial intelligence (AI) on the labour market. Progress in AI has been such that, in many 
areas, its outputs have become almost indistinguishable from that of humans, and the 
landscape continues to change quickly, as recent developments in large language models 
have shown. This, combined with the falling costs of developing and adopting AI systems, 
suggests that OECD countries may be on the verge of a technological revolution that could 
fundamentally change the workplace. While there are many potential benefits from AI, 
there are also significant risks that need to be urgently addressed, despite the uncertainty 
about the short- to medium-term evolution of AI. This edition investigates how to get the 
balance right in addressing the possible negative effects of AI on labour market outcomes 
while not stifling its benefits.

Employment

Social issues/Migration/Health
Improving Long-Term Care in Croatia

PDF ver. 
Code: els-2023-770-en 
ISBN: 9789264394490  
pages: 58 $18.00  

The demand for help with daily activities – so-called long-term care – is set to 
increase in Croatia. The population is ageing at a faster rate than the EU average, and 
by 2050, about one-third of the population is projected to be aged 65 years and over. In 
addition, with one of the highest poverty rates among older people in EU countries, at 
30%, most older people cannot afford long-term care without public support. However, 
the long-term care system is both fragmented, with multiple benefits and services 
across different providers, and underfunded with public expenditure among the lowest 
across EU countries. As a result, long-term care remains unaffordable for most people 
even after receiving public support, leading to gaps in access, inequities, and a strong 
reliance on relatives to provide the bulk of long-term care. This report suggests avenues 
to improve access and equity of long-term care and proposes policy recommendations 
to enhance the support for family carers.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/employment/oecd-employment-outlook-2023_08785bba-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/employment/promoting-active-ageing-in-lithuania_2b4d4cfd-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/improving-long-term-care-in-croatia_9de55222-en
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PDF ver. 
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The OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2023-2032 provides a consensus assessment 
of the ten-year prospects for agricultural commodity and fish markets at national, 
regional, and global levels, and serves as a reference for forward-looking policy 
analysis and planning. Recent surges in agricultural input prices experienced over the 
last two years have raised concerns about global food security. This year’s Outlook 
demonstrates that rising fertiliser costs can lead to higher food prices. A new feature 
of the OECD-FAO Aglink-Cosimo model allows the impact of changing costs of the main 
mineral fertilisers to be analysed separately from costs of other production inputs. 
Based on this new feature, a scenario analysis estimates that for each 1% increase in 
fertiliser prices, agricultural commodity prices would increase by 0.2%. Global food 
consumption – the main use of agricultural commodities – is projected to increase by 
1.3% per year over the next decade, a slower pace than the previous decade due to the 
foreseen slowdown in population and per capita income growth. This year’s Outlook 
also provides improved estimates for food consumption by incorporating for the first 
time calculation methods to estimate food loss and waste.

This report is a collaborative effort between the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) and the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) 
of the United Nations, prepared with inputs from Member countries and international 
commodity organisations. It highlights fundamental economic and social trends that 
drive the global agri-food sector, assuming there are no major changes to weather 
conditions or policies.

More information can be found at www.agri-outlook.org.

PDF ver. 
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The "Miracle on the River Han" catapulted Korea from developing country to a 
prosperous economy, driven in part by advancements in science, technology, and 
innovation. Being the second-highest R&D spender among OECD economies, Korea 
excels in key technologies, including semiconductors, 6G, and ICT infrastructure. 
Despite this remarkable progress, disparities remain between SMEs and chaebols, 
manufacturing and services, ICT and non-ICT industries, and urban and rural areas. 
Korea also grapples with societal and economic vulnerabilities like an aging population, 
a significant carbon footprint, limited renewable energy use, and pronounced gender 
inequality. To further seize opportunities for equitable and inclusive growth, Korea 
must foster a shared national vision to develop science, technology, and innovation 
to address societal issues, enhance R&D policy implementation, promote excellent 
research, further internationalise, and broaden technology diffusion.

OECD Reviews of Innovation Policy: Korea 2023
Science and Technology

OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2023-2032
Agriculture and Food
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International Standards for Fruit and Vegetables
Bananas
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This brochure is published within the framework of the Scheme for the Application 
of International Standards for Fruit and Vegetables established by OECD in 1962. It 
comprises explanatory notes and illustrations to facilitate the uniform interpretation of 
the current international standard for Bananas. It demonstrates the quality parameters 
on high quality photographs. Thus it is a valuable tool for the inspection authorities, 
professional bodies and traders interested in international trade in this produce.

Safety Assessment of Transgenic Organisms in the Environment, 
Volume 10

OECD Consensus Document on Environmental Considerations for 
the Release of Transgenic Plants
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Volume 10 of the Series contains the consensus document on the “Environmental 
Considerations for Risk/Safety Assessment for the Release of Transgenic Plants” 
developed by the OECD Working Party on the Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in 
Biotechnology. Transgenic plant varieties are subject to official risk/safety assessment, 
science-based and case-by-case, before their potential release into the environment. 
The document contains general information on environmental risk/safety assessment, 
its key concepts, structure and planning. Annexes describe seven examples of 
environmental considerations routinely examined by assessors and taken from 
experience gained during such assessment: Invasiveness and weediness; Vertical gene 
flow; Organisms (animals); Soil functions; Plant health; Crop management practices; 
and Biodiversity (protected species and habitats/ecosystems). The purpose of this 
document is not to elaborate new terminology or to describe how to undertake an 
actual risk/safety assessment, but rather to outline an approach and provide illustrative 
examples for helping assessors in planning and structuring an environmental risk/safety 
assessment. This document should be of interest to regulators and safety assessors, 
as well as to plant breeders and the wider scientific community. More information, 
including other tools for environmental risk/safety assessment such as OECD consensus 
documents on the biology of crop species, are found at BioTrack Online.

Environment
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Environment at a Glance in Latin America and the Caribbean: Spotlight on Climate 
Change focusses on climate change, looking at trends in greenhouse gas emissions, 
exposure to climate-related hazards and climate policies. It provides key messages on 
past progress and remaining efforts to be made in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
The report draws on the OECD’s expertise in environmental data and indicators, on the 
work of the International Programme for Action on Climate (IPAC) and is part of the 
OECD Latin America and the Caribbean Regional Programme. The indicators presented 
come from OECD and other international databases, and reveal substantive gaps in the 
availability of data on the environment and climate in the region. This interactive report 
allows users to play with the data and graphics and to download and share them.

Environment

Development
Africa's Development Dynamics 2023
Investing in Sustainable Development
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Africa’s Development Dynamics uses lessons from Central, East, North, Southern and 
West Africa to develop policy recommendations and share good practices across the 
continent. Drawing on the most recent statistics, the analysis of development dynamics 
aims to assist African leaders in reaching the targets of the African Union’s Agenda 
2063 at all levels: continental, regional, national and local.

This edition explores how Africa can attract investments that offer the best balance 
between economic, social and environmental objectives. Its fresh data and analysis aim 
to help policy makers improve risk assessments, strengthen African-led partnerships, 
and accelerate regional integration in ways that increase sustainable investments. 
Two continental chapters examine Africa’s investment landscape and related policy 
priorities. Five regional chapters offer tailored recommendations in strategic areas 
including natural ecosystems, renewable energy, sustainable finance and agri-food 
value chains.

Africa’s Development Dynamics feeds into a policy debate between the African 
Union’s governments, citizens, entrepreneurs and researchers. It proposes a new 
collaboration between countries and regions, focusing on mutual learning and the 
preservation of common goods. This report results from a partnership between the 
African Union Commission and the OECD Development Centre.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/environment-at-a-glance-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean_2431bd6c-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/development/africa-s-development-dynamics-2023_3269532b-en
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The Rethinking Regional Attractiveness in the New Global Environment report 
highlights lessons learned from multiple regional case studies from five EU countries 
(Ireland, Italy, Portugal, Spain and Sweden), additional work with Latin American and 
Caribbean regions, and a series of webinars and one-on-one dialogues on rethinking 
regional attractiveness. The OECD’s innovative multidimensional approach to assessing 
regional attractiveness considers global engagement beyond international connections 
and economic factors alone. The methodology considers more than 50 indicators 
to develop regional attractiveness profiles covering six domains of attractiveness: 
economic attraction, connectedness, visitor appeal, natural environment, resident well-
being, and land-use and housing.

The report helps regional and national policy makers to understand how individual 
regions fare in a new global environment that continues to deal with the impacts of 
the COVID-19 crisis, compounded by the consequences of Russia’s war of aggression 
against Ukraine and existing megatrends – all of which produce asymmetric impacts 
within and between countries and regions – and identify the policy levers available to 
enhance their attractiveness to the international target groups of investors, talent, and 
visitors. It also considers the need to co-ordinate across levels of government, across 
policy fields, and with private stakeholders, and highlights good practices to implement 
regional attractiveness policies.

Development
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What are the root causes of gender inequality? Building on the fifth edition of the 
Social Institutions and Gender Index (SIGI), the SIGI 2023 Global Report provides a 
global outlook of discriminatory social institutions, the fundamental causes of gender 
inequality. It reveals how formal and informal laws, social norms and practices limit 
women’s and girls’ rights and opportunities in all aspects of their lives. Globally, 40% 
of them continue to live in countries where gender-based discrimination is assessed as 
high or very high.

The report stresses how discriminatory social institutions curtail women’s and 
adolescents’ fundamental access to sexual and reproductive health and rights. It also 
sheds light on the gendered impacts of climate change and underlines how women can 
play a pivotal role in climate change mitigation and adaptation. To accelerate efforts 
aimed at achieving SDG 5 and eliminating the underlying and structural factors that 
hamper women’s empowerment, the report offers concrete policy actions. It calls for 
a gender-transformative approach to leverage crises and challenges into windows of 
opportunity to establish women and men as agents of change.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/development/sigi-2023-global-report_4607b7c7-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/urban-rural-and-regional-development/rethinking-regional-attractiveness-in-the-new-global-environment_a9448db4-en
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All low-carbon solutions will be required to achieve the world's net zero targets. 
Nuclear energy has a role to play in meeting this need. A wave of innovation in small 
modular reactors (SMRs) is advancing quickly with the potential to help decarbonise 
hard-to-abate sectors. Progress is real and is positioned to accelerate pathways to net 
zero. SMRs could replace coal on-grid, fossil fuel cogeneration of heat and power for 
heavy industry, diesel at off-grid mines, as well as producing hydrogen and synthetic 
fuels.

Looking beyond technical feasibility, The NEA SMR Dashboard defines new criteria 
for assessing real progress in six additional dimensions of readiness: licensing, siting, 
financing, supply chain, engagement, and fuel. The first volume of the NEA SMR 
Dashboard assessed the progress of 21 SMRs. This second volume tracks the progress 
of an additional 21 SMRs around the world.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/energy/the-nea-small-modular-reactor-dashboard_e586e483-en
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