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Economics
OECD Economic Surveys: Thailand 2023

\ OECD Economic Surveys

” THAILAND

Thailand has achieved remarkable economic progress over the past decades. A
strong and timely policy response helped to cushion the economic and social impact
of the pandemic, and of high energy and food prices. While bold fiscal support
prevented the economy from falling into a recession, public debt has risen and
fiscal consolidation should now continue at a gradual pace. Rising social demands,
population ageing and the green transition will likely add to public spending
pressures and call for raising additional tax revenues. Boosting productivity and
mastering the transition towards more sustainable and inclusive growth will require
stepping up delayed structural reforms. Competition remains limited across several
sectors, likely related to market entry barriers and high regulatory burdens. More
than half of workers lack formal employment and social security does not cover
most of them. Social pensions provide a minimum income floor for elderly people,
and raising them could allow significant inroads in the fight against poverty and
inequality. Meeting climate pledges will require bold and well-organised reforms.
Renewable power generation has advanced, but the overall share of renewable
energy sources remains lower than in peer countries.

SPECIAL FEATURES: BOOSTING PRODUCTIVITY; INCLUSIVE RECOVERY; GREEN
GROWTH

OECD Economic Surveys: Brazil 2023

The Brazilian economy rebounded strongly after the Covid-19 pandemic. Resilient
domestic demand, supported by social transfers, continues to drive growth. Inflation
is decreasing, providing room for further monetary policy easing. However, public
debt remains high, calling for a credible fiscal framework and improved spending
efficiency. The planned reform of the consumption tax system will reduce compliance
costs significantly. Productivity has declined over the past decade, and rekindling
it will require further structural reforms. Stringent regulations and administrative
burdens in goods and services markets are hampering productivity growth, although
recent reforms have addressed some issues. Supporting female labour force
participation and reducing informality would improve labour markets. Expanding
access to early childhood education, especially for single mothers and those with low
incomes, can allow more women to enter the labour market and improve learning
outcomes. Despite significant public spending on education, a more targeted
resource allocation can help to address inequalities in opportunities. Enhancing
infrastructure investment through better planning and coordination between federal
and subnational governments would help to address longstanding infrastructure
bottlenecks. A consistent enforcement of the Forest Code and the adoption of new
technologies will be key for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
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Finance and Investment

Pensions at a Glance 2023
OECD and G20 Indicators

The 2023 edition of Pensions at a Glance highlights the pension reforms undertaken
by OECD countries over the last two years. It includes a special chapter focusing
on pension provisions for hazardous or arduous work. It describes existing rules,
characterises recent policy trends and assesses the design and functioning of early-
retirement rules for hazardous or arduous jobs given changing working conditions and
ageing pressure on pension systems.

This edition also updates information on the key features of pension provision
in OECD and G20 countries and provides projections of retirement income for
today’s workers. It offers indicators covering the design of pension systems, pension
entitlements, the demographic and economic context in which pension systems
operate, incomes and poverty of older people, the finances of retirement income
systems and private pensions.

Competition Market Study of Tunisia's Retail Banking Sector

This market study provides an assessment of competition in three broad areas of
the retail banking sector in Tunisia: current accounts, bank loans for micro, small and
medium enterprises and mobile payment services. The report identifies areas where
competition is not working as well as it could, reducing customers mobility and access
to finance and limiting the competitive pressure that fintech companies can exert on
traditional banks. The report provides a range of recommendations to improve market
outcomes for financial services users and it includes estimates of the expected impact
of the implementation of the recommendations on the economy. This competition
market study is part of a broader project aiming at fostering pro-competitive reforms in
Tunisia.

Pension Markets in Focus 2023

Pension Markets in Focus is a report providing detailed and comparable statistics on
asset-backed pension systems around the world. It examines the drivers of changes in
total assets accumulated, including contributions and benefits paid, as well as financial
market developments. In addition, the report assesses the financial sustainability
of defined benefit plans (guaranteeing specific payments to plan members) and
documents the fees paid by members. This report shows data up to the end of 2022.
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Effective Carbon Rates 2023
Pricing Greenhouse Gas Emissions through Taxes and Emissions
Trading

Successfully transitioning to net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions requires

effective mitigation policy packages, which include carbon pricing measures: a cost-

@) OECD

effective policy instrument that not only reduces emissions but also generates revenue

to support the transition. This fourth edition of Effective Carbon Rates provides an PDF ver.

overview of the carbon pricing landscape, examining fuel excise taxes, carbon taxes, Code: ctp-2023-1221-en
and emissions trading systems (ETSs) through 2021, with updates on developments ISBN: 9789264901537
until 2023. The policy mechanisms examined directly impact the cost of emitting pages: 920 $18.00
GHGs, influencing shifts in production, consumption, and investment towards low-

or zero-carbon options. The analysis covers 72 countries which together account for

approximately 80% of global GHG emissions. The report focuses on developments in

ETSs and transport fuel taxes amidst the energy crisis and provides comprehensive

and comparable data on the current status of GHG emissions pricing that can assist

policymakers in identifying priorities and refining carbon mitigation strategies.

Harmful Tax Practices — 2022 Peer Review Reports on the ¥
Exchange of Information on Tax Rulings b 1T
Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 5 S

Under the BEPS Action 5 minimum standard, members of the OECD/G20 Inclusive i i
Framework on Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) have committed to counter “h
harmful tax practices with a focus on improving transparency. One part of the Action Grosee

5 minimum standard is the transparency framework for compulsory spontaneous PDF ver.

exchange of information on certain tax rulings. The exchange on tax rulings is a critical Code: ctp-2023-1248-en
tool in improving access of tax administrations to information relevant to assess the ISBN: 9789264601048
corporate tax affairs of their taxpayers and to efficiently tackle tax avoidance and other pages: 439 Free
BEPS risks. Over 135 countries and jurisdictions participate in the Inclusive Framework

on BEPS and take part in the peer review process to assess their compliance with the

transparency framework. Specific terms of reference and a methodology have been

agreed for the peer reviews, focusing the assessment on five key elements: information

gathering process, exchange of information, confidentiality of the information

received, statistics on the exchanges on rulings, and transparency on certain aspects of

intellectual property regimes. This report reflects the outcome of the seventh annual

peer review of the implementation of the Action 5 minimum standard.
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Taxation

Peer Review of the Automatic Exchange of Financial Account
Information 2023

The Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes
(Global Forum) is a multilateral framework for tax transparency and information
sharing, within which over 160 jurisdictions participate on an equal footing. The Global
Forum monitors and peer reviews the implementation of the international standards
of Exchange of Information on Request (EOIR) and Automatic Exchange of Information
(AEOI).

AEOI provides for the automatic exchange of a predefined set of financial account
information between tax authorities on an annual basis to assist them in ensuring the
correct amount of tax is paid. To ensure the AEQI standard is fully effective, the Global
Forum carries out a review of each jurisdiction’s domestic and international legal
frameworks to ensure they are complete, as well as a review of the effectiveness of
their implementation of the standard in practice.

This report presents the latest conclusions of the peer reviews of the legal
frameworks put in place by jurisdictions to implement the AEOI standard. It
supplements the assessments of the legal frameworks and the initial reviews of the
effectiveness of their implementation in practice published in 2022, for around 100
jurisdictions that were the first to commit to commence AEOI. This report also contains
the results of the Global Forum’s initial peer reviews in relation to the effectiveness in
practice of the implementation of the standard by jurisdictions commencing exchanges
in 2019.

Revenue Statistics 2023
Tax Revenue Buoyancy in OECD Countries

Data on government sector receipts, and on taxes in particular, are basic inputs
to most structural economic descriptions and economic analyses, and they are
increasingly used in economic comparisons. This annual publication gives a conceptual
framework to define which government receipts should be regarded as taxes. It
presents a unique set of detailed and internationally comparable tax data in a common
format for all OECD countries from 1965 onwards. This year’s edition includes a special
feature on tax revenue buoyancy in OECD countries.
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Governance

Gender Equality in Australia
Strengthening Gender Considerations in Policy and Budget
Decisions

The Government of Australia has made improving gender equality one of its core
priorities, recognising the potential social and economic benefits that it can bring. This
OECD Review assists Australia in embedding gender considerations in policy and budget
decisions. It draws upon best practices across OECD countries and sets out a series of
actions to enable the federal government to strengthen gender impact assessments
and gender budgeting. This will help target government policy and resources towards
better and fairer social and economic outcomes.

Public Communication Scan of the United Kingdom
Using Public Communication to Strengthen Democracy and Public
Trust

This Public Communication Scan of the United Kingdom, the first such scan of an
OECD Member country, brings new insights to the OECD’s work on understanding how
public communication contributes to democratic governance. The scan analyses how
the United Kingdom’s Government Communication Service (GCS) is building a more
effective communication function amid changes to the information ecosystem and
how it can help make policymaking more responsive to citizens' needs. The analysis
and recommendations in this Scan highlight opportunities for the GCS and the UK
Government to align ongoing communication reforms with actions to promote more
inclusive and people-centred communication that contributes to greater engagement,
improved public trust, and better policy outcomes.

Promoting Corruption Risk Management Methodology in
Romania
Applying Behavioural Insights to Public Integrity

A risk management approach is important for promoting public integrity efficiently
and effectively. This report reviews the current corruption risk management
methodology in the Romanian central government through the lens of behavioural
science. After introducing the Romanian corruption risk management methodology
and analysing the challenges related to its implementation, the report provides
four concrete avenues for its adoption and implementation. Behaviourally inspired
strategies are designed to improve public officials' capacities, opportunities, and
motivations to identify corruption risks, assess their probability and impact, and design
more effective control measures.
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Governance

Improving the Legal Environment for Business and Investment
in Central Asia
Progress Report

While Central Asia has proven relatively resilient to the shocks of COVID-19,
China’s slowdown and Russia’s war in Ukraine, declining trend rates of growth across
the region, lacklustre productivity performance and lingering global uncertainty
underscore the need to address weaknesses in the business and investment climate.
The implementation of predictable rules, the creation of a level-playing field
between firms and greater competition in markets, in particular, could encourage
both local entrepreneurs and foreign investors to invest and grow in the region.
This report presents an assessment of progress since the 2019-2020 analysis of the
legal environment for business and investment in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan against the backdrop of the changing international
context brought about by COVID and the war.

Drivers of Trust in Public Institutions in Brazil

Brazil's public governance efforts have been seen as a model for other Latin American
countries in areas such as civil service reform, open and digital government. However,
in line with regional trends, trust in government and public institutions in Brazil has
consistently declined in recent decades, hindering inclusive and sustainable growth,
as well as social cohesion. The COVID-19 and other emerging crises have further
exacerbated this trend and highlighted the need to strengthen the resilience of public
institutions. Brazil is the first country in Latin America to undertake an OECD study on
the main drivers of trust in public institutions, as part of a broader effort in building
trustworthy relationships between the people and institutions. This report provides
novel evidence on Brazilian people’s expectations and evaluation of government’s
reliability, responsiveness, openness, integrity and fairness, based on the OECD Trust
Survey. Based on this evidence, it identifies opportunities to further enhance trust,
including improving the delivery and responsiveness of public services, enhancing
foresight, planning, and preparedness to address long-term challenges, and promoting
communication and engagement between the government and the people.

Digital Government Review of Romania
Towards a Digitally Mature Government

The Digital Government Review of Romania evaluates the efforts made by the
government to transition towards digital government. It provides in-depth analysis
and actionable policy recommendations to improve institutional governance, digital
investments, digital talent and skills, government service delivery and the strategic use
of data, including open government data. The findings can help Romania use digital
technology and data to make its public sector more responsive, resilient and proactive
in serving citizens and businesses.
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Civic Space Review of Portugal
Towards People-Centred, Rights-Based Public Services

The Civic Space Review of Portugal provides an in-depth analysis of the national legal
frameworks, policies, institutions, and practices relevant to civic space protection,

with an emphasis on harnessing user input to facilitate people-centred public service
reforms. The Review assesses three key areas: 1) protecting the civic freedoms and @i

information environment that create the conditions for public service reforms; 2) PDF ver.

strengthening stakeholder and citizen participation in the process; and 3) moving Code: gov-2023-781-en
towards more inclusive, accessible and people-centred public service design and ISBN: 9789264927490
delivery. The two case studies and concrete recommendations in the review offer a pages: 160 $28.00
tangible path towards more inclusive, participatory public services that place citizens at

their core.

Strengthening Integrity Leadership in Brazil's Federal Public
Administration
Applying Behavioural Insights for Public Integrity

The behaviours of both top- and middle-level managers matter for promoting open

organisational cultures, mitigating integrity risks and fostering ethical behaviour by
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their staff. This report examines key issues around integrity leadership in Brazil’s federal
public administration, based on an extensive survey of senior public officials. Informed PDF ver.

and inspired by behavioural insights, it provides concrete recommendations for Code: gov-2023-828-en
strengthening integrity leadership in Brazil. ISBN: 9789264944251

pages: 60 $18.00

Trade
Realising the Potential of the Middle Corridor

Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine and the ensuing sanctions greatly complicated
overland freight transport between Europe and China via the so-called Northern
Corridor, which runs through the Russian Federation. This has prompted renewed

attention to the development of the Trans-Caspian International Transport Route, a
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multimodal route running through Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Tirkiye — the
so-called “Middle Corridor”. The present report looks at the Middle Corridor’s potential PDF ver.

and at the challenges that must be overcome to realise it, drawing on the perspective Code: grc-2023-52-en
of relevant private-sector actors in the four Middle Corridor countries. Governments ISBN: 9789264436978
along the corridor have invested heavily to improve transport infrastructure, yet pages: 124  $22.00
important bottlenecks remain due to the geography of the route, the number of border

crossings and the lack of regional trade integration. This study, based on surveys from

and interviews with the private sector, maps and sequences main reform priorities in

relation to regional integration, infrastructure, trade facilitation and supra-national

coordination. It suggests that the primary aim should be to develop the corridor

not solely as a transit route for actors from outside the region but as an engine of

integration and trade integration in Central Asia and the South Caucasus.
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Trade
Trade Facilitation in Central Asia

Central Asia's trade performance has displayed remarkable resilience to recent
economic shocks. Nevertheless, the region’s dependence on a limited number of
export commodities and a narrow range of trading partners exposes it to significant
risks. Central Asian governments are therefore prioritising improved connectivity to
integrate better into global value chains, reduce geographical disadvantages, and
increase imports and exports. Trade facilitation plays a pivotal role in achieving these
goals by reducing trade costs and fostering integration. However, Central Asia still
faces substantial challenges, and, despite significant improvements in recent years,
it falls behind most of the regions covered by the OECD's Trade Facilitation Indicators
(TFI). This report takes stock of TFI progress in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
and Uzbekistan, presents preliminary results for Turkmenistan for the first time, and
showcases areas of TFl improvement. It also evaluates remaining trade barriers and
provides recommendations to for trade facilitation reforms, including the need to
prioritise trade community feedback to streamline procedures, digitalise and harmonise
standards, and implement systemic border agency co-operation mechanisms. A co-
ordinated approach to improving trade facilitation across the region could reduce trade
costs substantially, lifting both trade turnover and growth.

Education

OECD Digital Education Outlook 2023
Towards an Effective Digital Education Ecosystem

This volume of the Digital Education Outlook 2023 provides a comparative, thematic
analysis of how countries shape or could shape their digital ecosystem. Student
information systems (or EMIS), learning management systems, digital assessment
platforms, study and career guidance: what are the different components of countries’
digital ecosystem? How and to what extent do countries leverage teachers' digital
competences and the latest opportunities offered by artificial intelligence (Al)? How
can countries make the most of their digital ecosystem so that it is trustworthy,
useful, effective, and equitable? How do and can countries allow for digital education
to continue to evolve and innovate their education? Based on numerous country
examples coming from an OECD survey on countries’ digital education infrastructure
and governance and from desk research, the report shows where countries stand and
where they could be going from there to benefit from the digital transformation. It also
points to opportunities, guidelines and guardrails about the effective and equitable use
of Al in education.

The volume covers most OECD countries and a few partner countries. It will be of
interest to policy makers, academics and all education stakeholders interested in the
digital transformation of education systems.
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PISA 2022 Results (Volume 1)
The State of Learning and Equity in Education

The OECD Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) examines what
students know in mathematics, reading and science, and what they can do with what
they know. It provides the most comprehensive and rigorous international assessment
of student learning outcomes to date. Results from PISA indicate the quality and
equity of learning outcomes attained around the world, and allow educators and
policy makers to learn from the policies and practices applied in other countries. This
is one of five volumes that present the results of the eighth round of assessment, PISA
2022. Volume |, The State of Learning and Equity in Education, describes students’
performance in mathematics, reading and science; examines gender differences in
performance; and investigates how performance relates to students’ socio-economic
status and immigrant background. It also describes how the quality and equity of
learning outcomes have evolved since previous PISA assessments.

PISA 2022 Results (Volume II)
Learning During — and From - Disruption

The OECD Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) examines what
students know in mathematics, reading and science, and what they can do with what
they know. It provides the most comprehensive and rigorous international assessment
of student learning outcomes to date. Results from PISA indicate the quality and equity
of learning outcomes attained around the world, and allow educators and policy
makers to learn from the policies and practices applied in other countries. This is one
of five volumes that present the results of the eighth round of assessment, PISA 2022 —
which was conducted during the COVID-19 global pandemic. Volume I, Learning During
—and From — Disruption, focuses on resilience in education and analyses its relevance
for education systems, schools and students. The volume covers: learning during
and from school closures; life at school and support from home; students’ pathways
through school; investments in education; and school governance. Trends in these
indicators are examined when comparable data are available.
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Education

Career Readiness Review: The Commonwealth of Virginia,
United States

This report assesses how the United States Commonwealth of Virginia is preparing
young people for their working lives through career development. It builds on OECD
longitudinal analyses which identify forms of career development that can be most
confidently associated with better employment outcomes for young people. Collecting
data from current secondary school students and young adults in the labour market,
the report provides an oversight of career development in Virginia. It then explores
the extent to which students are being effectively, efficiently and equitably prepared
for their working lives through career guidance programmes. Career readiness is a
policy of high importance and the report identifies many strengths within the Virginia
system. In order to enhance provision however, there is need to update career
readiness standards, frameworks and instruments, and to engage employers and
people in work more systematically within guidance activities. Opportunity exists to
better amplify labour market signalling, particularly with regard to the skilled trades.
The report highlights international practice that can be expected to reduce inequalities
in provision, linked especially to the socio-economic backgrounds of students and
their geographic location. Here, scope exists notably to draw on digital technologies to
enhance provision.

Country Digital Education Ecosystems and Governance
A Companion to Digital Education Outlook 2023

This report, linked with the Digital Education Outlook 2023, provides an overview
of 29 countries’ (or jurisdictions') digital education ecosystem and governance. Each
chapter covers the devolution of responsibilities within countries; how it affects
digital education; what digital tools for management and teaching and learning are
made publicly available to schools, teachers and students; how they are provided or
procured; how countries ensure the security, privacy, equity and effectiveness of this
digital ecosystem while keeping incentives for private education technology (EdTech)
companies. The information and analysis are based on a survey on digital education
infrastructure and governance, interviews with national and regional government
officials as well as desk-based research.

Providing for the first time a holistic view of 29 countries’ and jurisdictions' digital
education ecosystem and governance, this report will be of interest to policy makers,
academics and education stakeholders interested in the digital transformation of
education at home and internationally.
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On Shaky Ground? Income Instability and Economic Insecurity
in Europe ) e

Over the past few decades, economies and technologies have changed in ways that
have made people’s economic prospects more insecure. While non-standard work

and the digital transformation have created opportunities for many, they have also
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exposed individuals to fluctuations in their incomes, known as "income instability",
as have major recent shocks. Recognising that individuals’ jobs and circumstances PDF ver.

can change multiple times in a year, this report uses novel techniques to identify who Code: wise-2023-92-en
is most exposed to income instability in European OECD countries, and the effects it ISBN: 9789264805323
has on their lives, on social mobility and inequality. Income instability can be difficult pages: 90 $18.00
to manage for individuals who lack financial resources to smooth their incomes. In

this report, people facing the twin problem of exposure and vulnerability to income

instability are considered to be economically insecure. Economic insecurity falls

predominately on people with weak attachments to the labour force and on those who

are not well-placed to leverage the benefits of digitalisation. People who are at risk of

economic insecurity are more likely to worry about losing their jobs in the future than

economically secure people and, as shown in other research, experience poor health,

food insecurity, and poor childhood development outcomes, which can impede social

mobility. Finally, the report reviews a range of policies to improve the timeliness of

social protection to better support people with highly unstable incomes and options to

help those most at risk of economic insecurity build financial buffers.

Employment

Disability, Work and Inclusion in ltaly
Better Assessment for Better Support

Disability, Work and Inclusion

One in seven working age adults identifies as having a disability in OECD countries.
Many of them are excluded from meaningful work and have low levels of income

and social engagement. Governments can help create an environment that supports
social and labour market integration for people with disability. This report reviews Gose

the effectiveness of the social protection system for people with disability in Italy and PDF ver.

summarises the results of a pilot carried out in four regions testing an alternative Code: els-2023-1247-en
disability assessment. The current assessment process can sometimes deny services ISBN: 9789264400399

to people in need of support while being generous to people with significant health pages: 140  $25.00
problems but who are not experiencing severe disability. A disability assessment that

takes medical and functional aspects into account helps to direct services and resources

to those most in need and to harmonise access to disability support across the country.

Implementing disability reform has proved to be difficult in Italy in the past decade.

This report provides evidence that reform is inevitable.
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Employment
The Missing Entrepreneurs 2023

The Missing Entrepreneurs 2023 is the seventh edition in a series of biennial reports
examining how government policies can release untapped entrepreneurial potential
from under-represented parts of the population of impactful entrepreneurs, including
women, youth, seniors, the unemployed, immigrants and people with disabilities. It
offers comparative data on the entrepreneurship activities and the barriers faced by
each group across OECD and European Union countries. It takes a deep dive into the
effectiveness of youth entrepreneurship schemes and the design of welfare bridge
schemes for business creation by job seekers. It also contains country profiles for
each of the 27 EU Member States showing the major recent trends in diversity in
entrepreneurship and the current state and evolution of policy for each country.

Science and Technology

The Space Economy in Figures
Responding to Global Challenges

Efforts to respond to global challenges have greatly benefited from space
technologies that are more advanced, perform more efficiently and are operating at
greater scale than ever before. But as the challenges facing society grow and intensify,
questions arise as to whether the space sector can continue to deliver on its promise.
Reaping the full benefits of what space activities have to offer will require substantial
and targeted government action. Key priorities include maintaining the continuity and
quality of government civilian missions, levelling the playing field for private actors
entering the market, and securing the orbital environment for future generations. This
edition of the Space Economy in Figures delves into these topics, drawing from both
established and novel economic and policy data sources.

Extending Broadband Connectivity in Southeast Asia

This report assesses the current state of connectivity in Southeast Asia and provides
tailored recommendations for extending broadband access, focusing on five countries:
Cambodia, Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam. The analysis builds upon
the OECD Recommendation on Broadband Connectivity, which provides a reference
for policy makers and regulatory authorities within and outside of the OECD. Using
the principles of the Recommendation as a roadmap, countries may be better able to
unleash the full potential of connectivity for the digital transformation and to ensure
equal access to connectivity for all users.
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Environment

Financing Uzbekistan’s Green Transition
Capital Market Development and Opportunities for Green Bond
Issuance

The scale of Uzbekistan’s green transition requires a marked increase in private
financing to fill the existing spending gap. The outsized role of the state in Uzbekistan’s
economy and its underdeveloped domestic capital market act as significant constraints
and call for a diversification of sources to finance the green transition. Since 2021,
Uzbekistan has made green bonds a central part of its strategy to fill the financing gap
and mobilise new sources of capital for its domestic green infrastructure projects. This
publication explores the current market and institutional set-up in Uzbekistan, the
reforms that have led to recent issuances of both sovereign and corporate thematic
bonds, and the remaining barriers to further uptake of the instrument. The report
also provides policy recommendations related to the market's institutional set up,
Uzbekistan's regulatory framework for debt capital markets and emerging opportunities
for further green bond use aimed at key stakeholders, including policy makers and
market participants.

Development

Latin American Economic Outlook 2023
Investing in Sustainable Development

Latin America and the Caribbean needs an ambitious and comprehensive investment
agenda to embark on a stronger and more sustainable development trajectory.
The 16th edition of the Latin American Economic Outlook proposes ways to make
this possible through co-ordinated actions by policy makers, the private sector and
international partners. It argues that to close existing investment gaps and overcome
the region’s structural challenges, it is essential to scale up domestic and foreign
investment. These investments should be a catalyst for better quality jobs and an
upgraded production structure, harnessing the potential of LAC’s endowments and
of the green and digital transitions. Better governance and information are key to
promoting effective and efficient public and private investments. Public institutions
are fundamental to aligning investments with national development strategies while
building stronger social contracts. The report presents a series of options for financing
this new investment agenda, including innovative debt instruments and a renewed
role for national development banks. The report also highlights the importance of
reinvigorated international partnerships across the investment agenda.
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Development
Evaluation Systems in Development Co-operation 2023

Drawing on the experiences of the members and observer organisations of the
Development Assistance Committee Network on Development Evaluation (EVALNET),
this study provides a snapshot of the core elements and ways of working within
development evaluation systems. It offers insight to development co-operation
organisations as they seek to establish or strengthen credible evaluation systems of
their own, to support learning and accountability. The report also explores the role of
evaluation in development co-operation and humanitarian assistance, including the
various policy and institutional arrangements used with evaluation systems. It then
reviews the evaluation process, from deciding on evaluations to disseminating findings
and finally, focuses on how evaluation findings are used to improve development co-
operation efforts.

SME Policy Index: Eastern Partner Countries 2024
Building Resilience in Challenging Times

The SME Policy Index: Eastern Partner Countries 2024 — Building resilience in
challenging times is a unique benchmarking tool to assess and monitor progress in
the design and implementation of SME policies against EU and international best
practice. It embraces the priorities laid out in the European Union’s SME Strategy for a
sustainable and digital Europe and is structured around the ten principles of the Small
Business Act for Europe, which provide a wide range of measures to guide the design
and implementation of SME policies. This report marks the fourth edition in this series,
following assessments in 2012, 2016, and 2020. It tracks progress made since 2020 and
offers the latest key findings on SME development and related policies in the countries
of the Eastern Partnership (EaP). It also identifies emerging challenges affecting SMEs in
the region and provides recommendations to address them. The 2024 edition benefits
from an updated methodology that also offers a deeper analysis of policies to support
the digital transformation of SMEs.

Towards a Blue Recovery in Samoa
Appraisal Report

The re-opening of Samoa’s borders in late-2022 kickstarted the country’s recovery
from the COVID-19 pandemic. This offers an opportunity to rebuild sustainably its
tourism, maritime transport, and fisheries sectors. Samoa’s ocean resources can also
augment its resilience to future shocks such as climate change. Through an analysis of
Samoa’s economic trends and environmental pressures, institutional set-up and policy
tools, as well as financing landscape, this report identifies opportunities and challenges
for Samoa’s ocean economy to drive sustainable and resilient development. The
Samoa Ocean Strategy offers a blueprint for such a pursuit, but there remain gaps and
impediments. To address them, the report provides several cross-cutting and sector-
specific policy recommendations to accelerate Samoa’s transition to a sustainable
ocean economy.
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Development
OECD Development Co-operation Peer Reviews: Poland 2023

The OECD’s Development Assistance Committee (DAC) conducts peer reviews of
individual members once every five to six years. Reviews seek to improve the quality
and effectiveness of members’ development co-operation, highlighting good practices
and recommending improvements. A DAC member since 2013, Poland has aligned
its 2021-2030 Multiannual Programme with the 2030 Agenda, under the leadership
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA). Building on recommendations made in
Poland’s first peer review in 2017, this review identifies opportunities for the Polish
development co operation system to work better together, programme bilateral official
development assistance (ODA) more efficiently, and enhance multilateral and civil
society partnerships. Recommendations include moving from annual calls for proposals
to a more sustainable partnerships model, strengthening the MFA’s capabilities
to co ordinate with other actors in partner countries and better aligning Poland’s
international engagement with its commitments to sustainable development.

Urban, Rural and Regional Development
A Territorial Approach to Climate Action and Resilience

Global warming is likely to reach 1.5°C as early as in 2030, with current climate
action falling short of meeting the Paris Agreement goals and a mounting risk of
tipping beyond the ability of human societies to adapt. Building on broader OECD work
on climate, this report demonstrates that the potential to mitigate greenhouse gas
emissions, adapt to climate impacts and address vulnerabilities vary across different
territories, by using a new OECD territorial climate indicator framework. The report
also presents a policy framework of 10 recommended actions to help decision makers
unleash more effective climate action and resilience, both by integrating a territorial
approach into national and subnational climate policies and by mainstreaming climate
objectives into urban, rural and regional policies. The report summarises the analysis
into a checklist for national and local governments to implement a territorial approach
to climate and resilience policies, as well as a compendium of 36 best practices from
cities, regions and countries from all around the world.
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Energy
Uganda Energy Transition Plan

Uganda’s Energy Transition Plan (ETP) is a strategic roadmap for the development and
modernisation of Uganda’s energy sector. It charts an ambitious, yet feasible pathway
to achieve universal access to modern energy and power the country’s economic
transformation in a sustainable and secure way. The plan was developed by Uganda’s
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Development, with support from the International
Energy Agency, and provides the groundwork for the government’s upcoming
Integrated Energy Resource Master Plan.

The analysis does not just look at Uganda in isolation but considers how global
trends are influencing and opening up new opportunities, notably driven by rapidly
evolving clean technology costs and shifts in energy and climate finance. Particular
focus is paid to making use of the country’s considerable energy and mineral resources,
and parlaying this into economic development for Uganda, a core pillar to ensure the
pathway in the ETP is a just and inclusive one. The report provides detailed sector-by-
sector analysis, including key targets and milestones, estimates of investment needs,
and includes high-level recommendations for its implementation. While the focus of
the report is from now to 2050, the ETP also highlights key steps to further the energy
sector’s decarbonisation beyond 2050 and estimates at what point the energy sector is
poised to reach net zero.

The Evolution of Energy Efficiency Policy to Support Clean
Energy Transitions

Governments, businesses and citizens around the globe are facing the challenge
of climate change and how to accelerate global clean energy transitions to reach net
zero emissions by 2050 at the latest. Central to reducing energy-related emissions are
the move away from fossil fuel use to electrified systems; significant and sustained
improvements in energy efficiency; and an increase in renewable electricity generation
capacity.

Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, as part of Japan’s Presidency of the
G7, asked the International Energy Agency (IEA) to examine the evolution of energy
efficiency policy in the context of the clean energy transitions. This acted to support
discussions among G7 countries to provide insights and direction for the G7 energy and
climate agenda.

This report reflects the findings of these discussions, and uses them as a basis for
guiding policy makers towards the development of policies to hasten the delivery of
the energy system required for clean energy transitions. The challenge is considerable
but, as this report demonstrates, governments have already begun the process of
transforming their energy efficiency policies to address it.

The report outlines the ways in which energy efficiency polices can develop to
incorporate flexibility and engagement levers and provides insights into policy
developments in major economies, with examples in three main sectors: demand
flexibility in appliances and buildings, vehicle fuel economy standards, industrial energy
and carbon reporting.
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Energy
Energy Policy Review: Denmark 2023

Government action plays a pivotal role in ensuring secure and sustainable energy
transitions and combatting the climate crisis. Energy policy is critical not just for
the energy sector but also for meeting environmental, economic and social goals.
Governments need to respond to their country’s specific needs, adapt to regional
contexts and help address global challenges. In this context, the International Energy
Agency (IEA) conducts Energy Policy Reviews to support governments in developing
more impactful energy and climate policies.

This Energy Policy Review was prepared in partnership between the Government
of Denmark and the IEA. It draws on the IEA's extensive knowledge and the inputs of
expert peers from IEA member countries to assess Denmark’s most pressing energy
sector challenges and provide recommendations on how to address them, backed
by international best practices. The report also highlights areas where Denmark’s
leadership can serve as an example in promoting secure clean energy transitions. It
also promotes the exchange of best practices among countries to foster learning, build
consensus and strengthen political will for a sustainable and affordable clean energy
future.
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