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Eight million pEoplE in northErn nigEria  
facing acutE food insEcurity

T he October 2016 analysis of the 
Cadre harmonisé1 expands its 

coverage to include for the first time 
16 out of 36 states, almost half of 
Nigeria. In these states, some eight 
million people are currently facing 
acute food insecurity (phases  3-5, 
October-December 2016). Due to 
the Boko Haram insurgency and 
massive population displacement, 
the three northeastern states, 
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe, have 

1 West African tool to analyse and identify areas and 
amount of people at risk of food and nutrition insecurity.

reached extremely high levels of food 
insecurity (Maps & Facts no 44). While 
humanitarian access is improving, 
the situation remains particularly 
worrisome in the state of Borno, 
where nearly 60% of the population 
(3.3 million people) are still facing 
acute food insecurity (phases 3-5), 
including 55 000 people threatened 
by famine (phase 5). If no appro-
priate measures are being taken, the 
current food and nutrition situation 

is likely to get worse during the next 
lean season in June-August 2017. By 
then, the Cadre harmonisé projec-
tions indicate that the number of 
severely food insecure people in the 
16 analysed states could reach 8 to 
10 million people. Analytical tools, 
data collection methods and training 
for local administrations need to be 
further developed in order to fine-tune 
and expand the analysis of the Cadre 
harmonisé to all parts of Nigeria.

 
Source: Cadre harmonisé, national analysis, October 2016. © Agrhymet/CILSS
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CRITICAL FOOD AND NUTRITION SITUATION  
IN THE SAHELIAN BELT

The food and nutrition situation is 
severely deteriorating in parts of the 

Sahelian belt. According to the Cadre 
harmonisé1 analysis, nearly 7.1 million 
people in the region currently face a crisis 
situation, especially in zones that are still 
plagued by insecurity, including in the Lake 
Chad basin, the Liptako-Gourma region and 
central Mali. The number of people in need 
of assistance could reach 10.6 million by 
June-August 2018, if appropriate measures 
are not taken in time. While the food situation 
has improved in the northeastern states of 
Nigeria (Adamawa, Borno and Yobe) thanks 
to ongoing humanitarian interventions, 
Nigeria still accounts for more than 50% of 
the region’s food insecure people. About 
3.7 million Nigerians currently require 
emergency assistance (March-May 2018). 
These figures are expected to increase to 
about 5.3 million people by June-August 
2018. In Borno State alone, some 1.5 million 
people (27.8% of the population) are likely 
to face a crisis situation (phase 3-5). The 
situation is also set to become extremely 
di� icult in Burkina Faso, Chad and Mali 
as each country will have to address the 
urgent needs of nearly 1 million people. 
Some 800 000 people may be food insecure 
in Niger by June-August. The majority of 
people in need of food and nutrition 
assistance in these areas are pastoralists 
and agro-pastoralists. Their communities 
have been severely a� ected this year by the 
lack of fodder and water and they have been 
forced to migrate early, with their livestock, 
to other areas within their countries or 
across national borders. The critical food 
and nutrition situation is also linked to the 
region’s sluggish economy, the depreciation 
of certain currencies and inflation, which 
create an untenable situation for the most 
vulnerable populations.

1 West African tool to analyse and identify 
areas and numbers of people at risk of food 
and nutrition insecurity.
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Source: Cadre harmonisé analysis, PREGEC regional technical consultation, Ouagadougou, March 2018

© 2018. Food Crisis Prevention Network (RPCA). Maps produced by CILSS/Agrhymet
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Eight million pEoplE in northErn nigEria  
facing acutE food insEcurity

T he October 2016 analysis of the 
Cadre harmonisé1 expands its 

coverage to include for the first time 
16 out of 36 states, almost half of 
Nigeria. In these states, some eight 
million people are currently facing 
acute food insecurity (phases  3-5, 
October-December 2016). Due to 
the Boko Haram insurgency and 
massive population displacement, 
the three northeastern states, 
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe, have 

1 West African tool to analyse and identify areas and 
amount of people at risk of food and nutrition insecurity.

reached extremely high levels of food 
insecurity (Maps & Facts no 44). While 
humanitarian access is improving, 
the situation remains particularly 
worrisome in the state of Borno, 
where nearly 60% of the population 
(3.3 million people) are still facing 
acute food insecurity (phases 3-5), 
including 55 000 people threatened 
by famine (phase 5). If no appro-
priate measures are being taken, the 
current food and nutrition situation 

is likely to get worse during the next 
lean season in June-August 2017. By 
then, the Cadre harmonisé projec-
tions indicate that the number of 
severely food insecure people in the 
16 analysed states could reach 8 to 
10 million people. Analytical tools, 
data collection methods and training 
for local administrations need to be 
further developed in order to fine-tune 
and expand the analysis of the Cadre 
harmonisé to all parts of Nigeria.

 
Source: Cadre harmonisé, national analysis, October 2016. © Agrhymet/CILSS
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SITUATION ALIMENTAIRE ET NUTRITIONNELLE 
CRITIQUE DANS LA BANDE SAHÉLIENNE

Phases d’insécurité alimentaire

Phase 1 : Minimale Phase 2 : Sous pression Phase 3 : Crise Phase 4 : Urgence Phase 5 : Famine
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Source : Analyses du Cadre harmonisé, Consultation technique régionale du PREGEC, Ouagadougou, mars 2018.

© 2018. Réseau de prévention des crises alimentaires (RPCA), cartes réalisées par CILSS/Agrhymet

La situation alimentaire et nutritionnelle 
est en forte détérioration dans certaines 

parties de la bande sahélienne. Selon les 
analyses du Cadre harmonisé1, près de 
7.1 millions de personnes font actuellement 
face à une situation de crise ou d’urgence, 
notamment dans les zones où l’insécurité 
est encore prégnante : dans le bassin du lac 
Tchad, dans la boucle Liptako-Gourma et dans 
le centre du Mali. Si des réponses immédiates et 
appropriées ne sont pas apportées, le nombre 
de personnes concernées pourrait atteindre 
10,6 millions d’ici juin-août 2018. La situation 
s’est améliorée dans les États du nord-est du 
Nigéria (Adamawa, Borno et Yobé) grâce aux 
interventions humanitaires en cours. Le Nigéria 
compte toutefois toujours plus de 50 % de 
personnes sou� rant d’insécurité alimentaire 
dans la région. Environ 3.7 millions de Nigérians 
ont actuellement besoin d’une aide d’urgence 
(mars-mai 2018). Ce nombre devrait atteindre 
environ 5.3 millions d’ici juin-août. Rien que 
dans l’État de Borno, quelque 1.5  million 
de personnes (27.8 % de la population) sont 
susceptibles de faire face à une situation 
de crise (phase 3-5). La situation s’annonce 
également  di� icile pour le Burkina Faso, le 
Mali et le Tchad, qui devront chacun répondre 
aux besoins urgents de près d’un million de 
personnes ; le Niger pourrait compter environ 
800 000 personnes en insécurité alimentaire 
d’ici juin-août. Ces personnes en besoin 
d’assistance sont en majorité des pasteurs 
et des agro-pasteurs. Durement touchées 
par le manque de fourrage et d’eau, ces 
communautés et leur bétail ont été contraints 
à la mobilité précoce, à l’intérieur des frontières 
nationales comme  au-delà. Cette situation 
tendue est aussi le fait du contexte économique 
morose auquel la région fait face, notamment 
avec des dépréciations de certaines devises 
nationales et une inflation dont pâtissent   
les plus vulnérables.

1 Outil ouest-africain d’analyse et d’identifi cation 
des zones à risque et des populations victimes 
d’insécurité alimentaire et nutritionnelle. 


