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Eight million pEoplE in northErn nigEria  
facing acutE food insEcurity

T he October 2016 analysis of the 
Cadre harmonisé1 expands its 

coverage to include for the first time 
16 out of 36 states, almost half of 
Nigeria. In these states, some eight 
million people are currently facing 
acute food insecurity (phases  3-5, 
October-December 2016). Due to 
the Boko Haram insurgency and 
massive population displacement, 
the three northeastern states, 
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe, have 

1 West African tool to analyse and identify areas and 
amount of people at risk of food and nutrition insecurity.

reached extremely high levels of food 
insecurity (Maps & Facts no 44). While 
humanitarian access is improving, 
the situation remains particularly 
worrisome in the state of Borno, 
where nearly 60% of the population 
(3.3 million people) are still facing 
acute food insecurity (phases 3-5), 
including 55 000 people threatened 
by famine (phase 5). If no appro-
priate measures are being taken, the 
current food and nutrition situation 

is likely to get worse during the next 
lean season in June-August 2017. By 
then, the Cadre harmonisé projec-
tions indicate that the number of 
severely food insecure people in the 
16 analysed states could reach 8 to 
10 million people. Analytical tools, 
data collection methods and training 
for local administrations need to be 
further developed in order to fine-tune 
and expand the analysis of the Cadre 
harmonisé to all parts of Nigeria.

 
Source: Cadre harmonisé, national analysis, October 2016. © Agrhymet/CILSS
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VISA OPENNESS FACILITATES FREE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE IN AFRICA

S even West African countries 
— Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, 

Gambia, Ghana, Mauritania, Senegal 
and Togo, are among the 20 most 
visa-open countries in Africa. Togo is 
the best-ranked West African country 
(position 3) on the 2016 Africa Visa 
Openness Index, produced by the 
African Development Bank. Ghana 
and Senegal have made the most 
progress in opening up their borders 
for other African travellers, and 
Benin recently announced a decision 
to remove visas on arrival for all 
African passport or national identity 
card holders visiting the country for 
a period up to 30 days. Visa openness 

facilitates trade and investments, 
fi lls skills gaps in the labour market, 
creates jobs and fosters tourism. Its 
implementation does not require 
any major investments. At the 
level of Africa’s regional economic 
communities, ECOWAS recorded the 
highest score (0.8) on the 2016 Africa 
Regional Integration Index. West 
Africa encourages intra-regional 
mobility via the ECOWAS Protocol 
on Free Movement of Persons, the 
Right of Residence and Establishment 
(1979) and thus commits to 100% 
reciprocal open visa policies within 
the ECOWAS area. Central Africa 
remains overall the most closed 

region. Despite the many challenges, 
promoting more visa-free regional 
blocs not only facilitates intra-regional 
mobility, but also supports regional 
integration. Overall, South-South 
migration is rising faster than South-
North migration. The African Union 
further encourages intra-regional 
mobility through its continent-wide 
campaign aimed at achieving the 
free movement of people and open 
visas across Africa. As a part of its 
Agenda 2063, the African Union urges 
the creation of an African passport 
and aims to end visa requirements for 
all African citizens by 2018.

Visa on arrival

No visa required

Visa required

Visa openness in West Africa

Source: African Development Bank (AfDB), 2016.
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Eight million pEoplE in northErn nigEria  
facing acutE food insEcurity

T he October 2016 analysis of the 
Cadre harmonisé1 expands its 

coverage to include for the first time 
16 out of 36 states, almost half of 
Nigeria. In these states, some eight 
million people are currently facing 
acute food insecurity (phases  3-5, 
October-December 2016). Due to 
the Boko Haram insurgency and 
massive population displacement, 
the three northeastern states, 
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe, have 

1 West African tool to analyse and identify areas and 
amount of people at risk of food and nutrition insecurity.

reached extremely high levels of food 
insecurity (Maps & Facts no 44). While 
humanitarian access is improving, 
the situation remains particularly 
worrisome in the state of Borno, 
where nearly 60% of the population 
(3.3 million people) are still facing 
acute food insecurity (phases 3-5), 
including 55 000 people threatened 
by famine (phase 5). If no appro-
priate measures are being taken, the 
current food and nutrition situation 

is likely to get worse during the next 
lean season in June-August 2017. By 
then, the Cadre harmonisé projec-
tions indicate that the number of 
severely food insecure people in the 
16 analysed states could reach 8 to 
10 million people. Analytical tools, 
data collection methods and training 
for local administrations need to be 
further developed in order to fine-tune 
and expand the analysis of the Cadre 
harmonisé to all parts of Nigeria.

 
Source: Cadre harmonisé, national analysis, October 2016. © Agrhymet/CILSS
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L’OUVERTURE SUR LES VISAS CONTRIBUE À FACILITER 
LA LIBRE CIRCULATION EN AFRIQUE

S ept pays ouest-africains (Burkina 
Faso, Cabo Verde, Gambie, 

Ghana, Mauritanie, Sénégal et Togo) 
comptent parmi les 20 premiers pays 
les plus ouverts en termes de visa en 
Afrique. Le Togo est le pays ouest-
africain le mieux classé (3e position) 
sur l’Indice d’ouverture des visas 
en Afrique produit par la Banque 
africaine de développement. Le Ghana 
et le Sénégal ont le plus progressé en 
termes d’ouverture des frontières 
aux voyageurs africains et le Bénin a 
récemment annoncé sa décision de 
supprimer les visas à l’arrivée pour 
tous les détenteurs de passeports ou 
de cartes nationales d’identité africains 
et ce, pour une période de 30  jours. 
L’ouverture des visas contribue à faciliter 

les échanges et les investissements, à 
combler les écarts de compétences 
sur le marché du travail, à créer des 
emplois et à développer le tourisme. 
Sa mise en œuvre ne requiert aucun 
investissement majeur. Au niveau des 
communautés économiques régionales, 
la Communauté économique des États 
de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (CEDEAO) 
obtient la meilleure note (0.8) de l’Indice 
d’intégration régionale en Afrique 
2016. L’Afrique de l’Ouest encourage la 
mobilité intrarégionale via le Protocole 
sur la libre circulation des personnes, 
le droit de résidence et d’installation 
de la CEDEAO (1979), permettant 
ainsi une ouverture des visas 100 % 
réciproque à l’intérieur de l’espace 
CEDEAO. L’Afrique centrale demeure 

la région la plus fermée. S’il reste de 
nombreux défis, le développement 
d’espaces régionaux n’exigeant pas de 
visas non seulement facilite la mobilité 
intrarégionale mais soutient également 
l’intégration régionale. Globalement, 
les migrations Sud-Sud augmentent 
plus rapidement que les migrations 
Sud-Nord. L’Union africaine encourage 
davantage la mobilité intrarégionale à 
travers sa campagne sur l’ensemble 
du continent visant la libre circulation 
des personnes et l’ouverture des visas 
pour toute l’Afrique. Reprenant son 
Agenda 2063, l’Union africaine appelle 
à la création d’un passeport africain 
et a pour objectif la suppression des 
demandes de visas pour tous les 
citoyens africains d’ici 2018. 

Visa à l’arrivée

Pas de visa

Visa requis

Ouverture sur les visas en Afrique de l’Ouest

Source : Banque africaine de développement (BAD)
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