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Rebecca Winthrop is a senior fellow and co-director of the Center for Universal Education at the 
Brookings Institution. Her research focuses on education globally, with special attention to the 
skills young people need to thrive in work, life, and as constructive citizens. Dr. Winthrop works 
to promote quality and relevant education, including exploring how education innovations can 
leapfrog progress, particularly for the most marginalized children and youth. She advises 
governments, international institutions, foundations, civil society organizations, and corporations 
on education issues. She currently serves as a board member and advisor for a number of global 
education organizations and lectures at Georgetown University. She has served as the chair of 
the UN Secretary General’s Global Education First Initiative’s Technical Advisory Group helping to 
frame an education vision that focuses on access, quality, and global citizenship. Winthrop has 
authored numerous articles, reports, books, and book chapters, including most recently 
Leapfrogging Inequality: Remaking Education to Help Young People Thrive. She was educated at 
Columbia University, Teachers College (Ph.D.), Columbia University, School of International and 
Public Affairs (MA), and Swarthmore College, (BA). 


