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OECD Global Forum on Education
Workshop 4 – International Systems for Learning Evaluation
 (Organised by: Indicators and Analysis Division, OECD Directorate for Education)
Wednesday, 5 March 09:00-12:30
Speakers
· Chair: to be confirmed
· Rapporteur: Miguel J. Escala, Rector, Instituto Tecnologico de Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Part 1 – 09.00-10.30
OECD Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA)- OECD and non-OECD countries: a comparison
· Bernard Hugonnier, Deputy Director for Education, OECD
Discussant: Simon Schwartzman, Researcher, Instituto de Estudos do Trabalho e Sociedade, Brazil
Discussant: Gaby Hostens, Director-General, Education Department, Flemish Community of Belgium
· Narsee Hersheela, Director, National Department of Education, South Africa
Presentations will be followed by group discussion.

Part 2 – 11.00-12.30
OECD Teaching and Learning International Survey programme (TALIS): What will we learn? 
· Michael Davidson, Senior Analyst, OECD

TALIS: Country perspectives
· Gaby Hostens, Director General, Department of Education, Belgium
· Tiina Annus, Head of Analyses Division, Ministry of Education and Research, Estonia
TALIS: Teacher union perspective
· Maria-Teresa Cabrera Ulloa, President of the Asociación Dominicana de Profesores (ADP)
Presentations will be followed by group discussion.

Chair’s Summary

The OECD Directorate for Education devotes a major effort to the development and analysis of quantitative information that allow policy makers, practitioners and the public to gauge the international performance of education systems and to understand the factors that influence this.  Whilst much of this quantitative evidence is derived from national reports, which are often derived from administrative data sources, these have limitations and in recent years the OECD has extended its research base in education through the development of international surveys.
This workshop features two of these surveys: PISA (the Programme for International Student Assessments) and TALIS (Teaching and Learning International Survey).
1) PISA 
The PISA international assessment of the reading, mathematics and science competences of 15-year-old students was conducted for the first time in 2000, with reading as the major focus. PISA 2003 followed, with mathematics as the major focus and most recently PISA 2006 focussed on scientific literacy. PISA 2006 added an important an important new perspective, by examining not just where countries stand but also how things have changed since PISA 2000. While those countries with strong and equitable student performance remain important benchmarks, those where results have significantly improved has received much attention too. Analysis in PISA also goes well beyond the relative standing of countries in terms of student performance by examining students’ attitudes towards science, their awareness of the life opportunities that possessing scientific competencies may bring, and the science learning opportunities and environments offered by their schools. It also places student performance in the context of other factors, such as gender, socio-economic background and school policies and practices, providing insights into how they influence the development of knowledge and skills at home and at school and analysing what the implications are for policy development.   
During this session there will be a presentation on the findings from PISA 2006, with a particular focus on the comparative performance of OECD versus non-OECD countries. 
2) TALIS
TALIS is the new OECD Teaching and Learning International Survey. It is the first international survey to focus on the learning environment and the working conditions of teachers in schools and it aims to fill important information gaps in the international comparisons of education systems. TALIS offers an opportunity for teachers and school principals, as the target respondents in TALIS, to provide input into education analysis and policy development in some key policy areas. Cross-country analysis from TALIS will allow countries to identify other countries facing similar challenges and to learn from other policy approaches. The themes chosen for the first TALIS survey are: school leadership, feedback to and appraisal of teachers, teachers’ professional development and teaching practices and beliefs. The survey is underway in 24 countries across four continents and the results will produce first published results during 2009.
The OECD Secretariat will present the analysis plans for TALIS, describing the policy and research questions that TALIS will address as well as the conceptual frameworks which have shaped the content of the questionnaires. Perspectives on TALIS will also be provided by two of the participating countries (Flemish Community of Belgium and Estonia) and the teacher union perspective will be presented by the President of the Asociación Dominicana de Profesores.
The group discussion will focus on the possible policy implications arising from the analysis that is planned for TALIS.
For more information

On PISA: www.PISA.oecd.org
On TALIS: www.oecd.org/edu/TALIS
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