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Objectives

This workshop is part of the ongoing project on “The New Millennium Learners” of the OECD Centre for Educational Research and Innovation (CERI) (www.oecd.org/edu/nml) whose main purpose is to analyse the effects of technologies on learners and to suggest possible educational responses, both at institutional and policy level. Recent or current topics considered in this project include videogames and education; gender, technologies and education; and school performance and technologies.

In particular, this workshop will be addressing two of the issues that will constitute the core work of CERI in this domain: 

· the need for a renewed concept of educational performance (session 1), and 
· the use of technologies in initial teacher training (session 2). 

During the workshop, CERI will present its research framework in these two areas, which will be discussed by prominent international experts while giving the opportunity to participants to exchange their national experiences, research projects and views.

14.00-15.45
Speakers
· Chair: Remus Pricopie, Secretary of State, Ministry of Education, Research and Youth, Romania
· Rapporteur: Magdalena Claro, Consultant for OECD New Millenium Learners Project
· Heeok Heo,  Associate Professor, SunChon National University, South Korea
· Hugo Nervi, Manager, Digital Competences, ENLACES, Chile
· Fritz Scheuermann, CRELL European Commission, Italy

· Josep Maria Mominó, Dean, Faculty of Education and Psychology, Open University of Catalonia, Spain
· Lorenzo Guadamuz, Chief Technical Advisor, SEESCyT and President of Innova Technology, Dominican Republic
· João Pedro Gomez Ruivo, Action Plan Executive Coordinator, Ministry of Education, Portugal
Background

There is a sustained interest on the issue of the impact of technologies on learning. If learning is about acquiring, mastering and sharing knowledge with others, digital technologies could be expected to play an important role by making the underlying processes more efficient and likely more engaging. Also, it can be reasonably expected that the use of these technologies modifies the approach to learning and knowledge management not only by learners but even more by trainers and teachers. 

However, there seems to be no conclusive evidence about the benefits of ICT in school performance, but this can be due to the fact that the research methodologies used so far are weak or inappropriate, and that they do not ask the right questions. These questions should be not whether ICTs are worth using or not, but rather how to use them to improve the quality and the results of education. In this particular area more emphasis should be put on randomized trials. In addition, not only traditional subject-based learning but also learning of new competences related to the use of these technologies should be considered. 

In general terms as regards the relationships between educational performance and the use of technologies two policy discourses emerge. The first one claims that the real educational benefits of using ICTs are to be seen in domains of the development of new competences such as team working, creativity, problem-solving and the like. The problem with this is that they are hardly assessed in national examinations. The second discourse focuses on what are the factors that really boost performance as measured in current national and international surveys. For the former, investing more in ICTs is a must; for the latter, there is not enough evidence. Both visions will be discussed during this session.

16.15-18.00

Speakers

· Chair: Remus Pricopie, Secretary of State, Ministry of Education, Research and Youth, Romania
· Rapporteur: Magdalena Claro, Consultant for OECD New Millenium Learners Project
· Tim Magner, director, Office of Educational Technology, United States
· Maruja Gutiérrez-Díaz, European Union Commission, Belgium
· Ann-Britt Enochsson, Senior lecturer, University of Karlstadt, Sweden
· Kircho Atanasov, Deputy Minister of Education and Science, Bulgaria
Background

Since 2007 the OECD Project on the New Millennium Learners has been pointing to the increasing gap between the current use of technologies for teaching and learning in schools and the daily experiences that pupils have with technologies outside of school. As many surveys reveal, this is no longer a problem related to the lack of availability of technology in schools, which, overall, look quite well equipped in OECD countries, but it is an issue which has more to do with what teachers believe to be the real potential and limitations of technologies for teaching and learning in schools.  

Indeed, there is a certain paradox here. Although some studies in OECD countries show that teachers might be amongst the most skilled technology users, it appears to be that they are unable to take advantage of their competence and apply it to the way they teach. A number of reasons can be used to explain this paradox, but three emerge as the most salient:

· The absence of appropriate incentives to use technology in the classroom and, more in general, getting involved in any innovation;

· The dominant culture in the teaching profession, which does not rely very much on research-based evidence to identify good teaching methodologies and strategies;

· Teachers lack the vision and the personal experience of what a technology-enhanced teaching could look like.

While the first is related to the configuration of education systems and, particularly, to career development in the teaching profession, in the other two it seems to be clear that the experience of initial teacher training can be an important determinant. From what is known, it can be inferred that in most OECD countries teacher training institutions are not doing well at providing student teachers, not only with the vision, but, what is even more important, the required hands-on experience of learning with technology. 

However, such an important claim regarding the role of initial teacher training in preparing teachers for an adequate in-classroom use of technology needs to be backed with empirical evidence. If this proves to be the case internationally, then there will be an urgent need for policy recommendations both for teacher training institutions and for governments in order to maximise the role that initial teacher training can play in offering a vision and a personal experience of a technology-enhanced education. 
For more information

Contact Francesc Pedró at Francesc.PEDRO@OECD.org
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