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Rural-urban partnerships – a key tool for recovery 

■ The webinar 

This webinar will explore how stronger rural-urban partnerships can reinforce resilience in the face of future shocks and 

build a sustainable future. The three sessions will discuss: 

▪ How stronger rural-urban collaborations can help recovery and build resiliency  

▪ Moving beyond community flows: expanding the way to measure rural-urban interdependence 

▪ Strengthening rural-urban partnerships–overcoming barriers to rural-urban co-operation 

Each session will provide space for Q&A before moving on to the next discussion.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Register for the meeting 
 

Zoom: https://meetoecd1.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7b_XQaazSJaNkmnX9kzDlQ  

Language: English and French 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact 

Questions? Email us at rural@oecd.org and cfecities@oecd.org 

For more information, visit our website: 
https://www.oecd.org/regional/rural-development/ and https://oecd.cfe/cities 

Join the conversation on Twitter  @OECD_local #OECDrural 
#OECDurban 

https://meetoecd1.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7b_XQaazSJaNkmnX9kzDlQ
mailto:rural@oecd.org
https://www.oecd.org/regional/rural-development/


Agenda 
 

 

8 March 2023 

14:30-14:35 Opening 
remarks 

▪ Dorothée Allain-Dupré, Head of Regional Development and Multi-level Governance, Centre for 

Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities, OECD 

 How stronger rural-urban collaboration can help recovery and build resiliency? 

14:35-15:05 Session 1 Russia’s large-scale aggression against Ukraine sent new shock waves around the world as OECD countries 
advance in the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. These shocks are having a profound impact on OECD rural 
and urban regions at a time when they face structural transformations, disrupted energy, and food markets.  Effective 
recovery and resilience strategies should include a push for more rural-urban partnerships paving the way for them 
to work together to overcome these challenges. Stronger rural-urban cooperation would result in more sustainable 
land use and planning, better services (public transport, health, education, etc). The first session will highlight the 
need for more rural-urban partnerships as a key part of recovery and resiliency strategies.   

Moderator: Oscar Huerta Melchor, Project Manager, Urban Policies and Reviews, Centre for Entrepreneurship, 
SMEs, Regions and Cities, OECD 

▪ Elisa Vilares, Head of Division of Territorial Development and Urban Policy, Ministry of Territorial Cohesion, 

Portugal (Chair of the OECD Working Party on Urban Policy)  

▪ Peter Wostner, Secretary, The Institute of Macroeconomic Analysis and Development, Slovenia (Chair, 

OECD Rural Working Party)  

▪ Wiktoria Saganowska, Deputy Director of the Development Strategy Department, Ministry of Development 

Funds and Regional Policy, Poland 

Q&A session 

 Moving beyond community flows: expanding the way to measure rural-urban interdependency 

15:05-15:25 Session 2 The interdependency of rural and urban areas is reflected in the rural-to-urban services (e.g., food, water, raw 
materials, renewable energy) and the urban-to-rural services (e.g., markets for agricultural products, farm inputs, 
consumer goods).  Interdependence means that changes in one place affect the other. Specifically, the decisions 
and policy actions taken in one region could often have implications for those in the other – whether explicitly or 
implicitly.  To date, the most common measures of rural-urban interdependence is based on commuting flows. 
However, one must go beyond commuting flows to include other factors e.g., environmental and social and also 
consider the weight of that interdependence e.g. level of dependence on that interaction. This session will focus on 
the need for more ways to measure rural-urban interdependence to understand the relationships in which they exist 
and the weight of the different interactions to better shape rural-urban partnerships going forward.   

Moderator: Andres Sanabria, Policy Analyst, Regional and Rural Policy Unit, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, 
Regions & Cities, OECD 

▪ Alessandro Alasia, Unit Head of Special Projects, Centre for Special Business Projects, Statistics Canada 

(Chair of the OECD Working Party on Territorial Indicators) 

▪ Sylviane Le Guyader, Head of the Territorial Analysis and Diagnosis,National Agency for Territorial 

Cohesion, France 

Q&A session 

 Strengthening rural-urban partnerships–overcoming barriers to rural-urban co-operation 

15:25-16:15 Session 3 Rural-urban partnerships are important tools for better co-ordinating rural-urban interactions. They can be used to 
better design and implement policy at the appropriate scale, providing a flexible and inclusive approach. However 
rural-urban partnerships face some specific challenges that may hamper their formation. For example, co-operation 
can be difficult when there is a large difference in size, resources, capacity, regulatory and political obstacles, lack 
of trust and policy fragmentation. This session will explore some of the barriers that continue to prevent rural-urban 
collaborations and the building of partnerships and ways to overcome them.  

Moderator: Betty-Ann Bryce, Senior Policy Analyst, Regional and Rural Policy Unit, Centre for Entrepreneurship, 
SMEs, Regions & Cities, OECD 

▪ Delphine Rhime, Collaboratrice Scientifique KoRE – NPR, Federal Department of Economics, Training and 

Research, State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO), Switzerland 

▪ Sónia Antunes, Eurocity Cerveira-Tomiño (Association of Municipalities of Tomiño Galicia, Spain and Vila 

Nova de Cerveira), Portugal  

▪ Liviu Bailestenu, Director, Ministry of Regional Development. Romania  

▪ Robin Keegan, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Economic Development, U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development, United States  

Q&A session 

16:15 Closing 
remarks 

▪ Aziza Akhmouch, Head of Cities, Urban Policies and Sustainable Development, Centre for Entrepreneurship, 

SMEs, Regions and Cities, OECD  
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