
P O L I C Y  B R I E F  O N  P E N S I O N S  

 

–

December 2018             www.oecd.org/els/public-pensions   

Key facts about survivor pensions in OECD countries (Policy lessons are provided in the last page) 

Survivor pensions today  
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Benefit levels  

Permanent payments to non-disabled surviving spouses without dependent children 

  
Minimum 
eligibility  

age 

Civil 
union 

Cohabitation 
After 
divorce 

After 
remarriage 

  
Minimum 
eligibility 
age 

Civil 
union 

Cohabitation 
After 
divorce 

After 
remarriage 

Austria - √ 
 

√ 
 

Japan 55/-  √   

Belgium 46.5 
    

Korea -  √   

Canada - √ √ √ √ Lithuania 63.3/61.6*     

Chile - √ 
   

Luxembourg - √  √  

Czech Republic 55/58 
    

Mexico - √ √ √ 
 

Estonia 63* 
  

√ 
 

Norway - √ √ √  

Finland 50 √ 
 

√ √A Poland 50   √ √ 

France 55/60 
  

√ √ Portugal 35 √ √ √  

Germany 45.5 √ 
 

√ 
 

Slovak Republic 62*     

Greece 55 
  

√ 
 

Slovenia 55 √ √ √  

Hungary 63* √ √ √ 
 

Spain - √ √ √ √A 

Ireland - 
  

√ 
 

Switzerland 45 √  √  

Israel 40 √ 
   

Turkey - √    

Italy - √ 
 

√ 
 

United States 60   √ √A 

√ √A

https://doi.org/10.1787/pens_outlook-2018-en


–

Survivor pension spending is shrinking 

relative to old-age pensions 

Mandatory contributory pension schemes only, paying permanent survivor pensions after the retirement age and not accounting for 
means testing against other income 

https://doi.org/10.1787/pens_outlook-2018-en


–

The role of survivor pensions is evolving… 

Expenditures on survivor benefits relative to old-age benefits 
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–

...but survivor pensions are still needed… 

 

Same age couple, the deceased worked a full career from age 20 in 2016 at the average wage and died just after having retired at the normal 
retirement age, mandatory pension schemes 
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–

… while they require modernisation. 
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