
1. The share of middle-skilled jobs has declined relative to low- and high-skilled jobs though this has not resulted in 

a fall in the share of working adults in the middle-income class. Workers in middle-skilled jobs are finding it 

increasingly difficult to be in the middle-income group while workers in high-skill jobs have become less likely to be 

in the high-income group. Households with one working adult are increasingly struggling to make it into the middle-

income class, regardless of the occupation of the person in employment. Even the presence of two earners per se is 

becoming less effective in achieving middle-income status. Today, it needs at least one high-skill worker in a two-

earner couple to increase the chances of being part of the middle-income class. These trends might help explain some 

of the social frustrations which have been at the centre of the debate about “the squeezed middle” in many OECD 

countries. Despite these shifts, higher skill levels remain strongly associated with higher income outcomes. 

The share of middle-skill jobs is declining, but the 

share of middle income workers is not 
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The middle-income class is becoming much more 

high-skilled than middle-skilled 

All skill groups are shifting towards lower income 

classes 

Multiple earners in high-skilled jobs are 

increasingly defining features of middle-

income households

Couples with just one earner are now less likely to 

be middle-income class 

Changes in the status of dual-earner couples 

has followed a mixed pattern across 

countries…

.…while couples with only low or middle skill 

workers have tended to move towards the lower 

income class 



 Job polarisation across OECD countries, mid-1990s to mid-2010s

Percentage points change in share of working adults in each skill group 

 Change in the shares of workers belonging to the middle class, mid-1990s/mid-2010s

Percentage points change in working adults 
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Probability that a certain skill group belongs to a certain income class, OECD average

Percentages 

 

 Changes in the probability that a skill group belongs to a given income class

Percentage point changes between the 1990s and the 2010s 
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Changes in the distribution of earner households across income classes, mid-1990s to 

mid-2010s

Percentage point changes between the 1990s and the 2010s 

 

Changes in the distribution of earner households across income classes, mid-1990s 

to mid-2010s

Percentages 

 

Panel A. Changes in the distribution of dual-earner couples across classes

Panel B. Changes in the distribution of single-earner households across classes
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