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Opening Session 

Kerri-Ann Jones
Deputy Secretary-General
OCDE 

Dr. Kerri-Ann Jones, an American national, took up her duties as Deputy Secretary-General of the 
OECD on 1 July 2022. Her portfolio includes Environment, Development, Science and Innovation, 
Statistics & Data and Public Governance.

Prior to joining the OECD she served in senior leadership positions working to advance the role of 
science in programs and policies. Most recently, she served as the Vice President, Research and Science, at the Pew Charitable 
Trusts. From 2009 -2014, she served as the US Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans and International Environmental and 
Scientific Affairs (OES). In this position, she led the bureau responsible for bilateral, regional, and multilateral engagement on 
oceans, environment, science, space, and health, including the role of Special Representative on Avian and Pandemic Influenza. 
In 2014, she received the U.S. Department of State Foreign Affairs Award for Public Service.

Earlier she served in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP), where she was appointed Associate 
Director for National Security and International Affairs and served on the National Security Council. During that appointment 
she served for a period as Acting Director of OSTP. She has also served as Director of the Office of International Science and 
Engineering at the National Science Foundation (NSF) and held positions with the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) and the National Institutes of Health (NIH).

Dr. Jones obtained her Ph.D. from the Department of Molecular Biophysics and Biochemistry University. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in chemistry from Barnard College, Columbia University. Her advisory work includes serving on the WHO Advisory 
Group for Pandemic Influenza Preparedness. She is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS)

Jacqueline Alvarez
Head of UNEP Chemicals and Health Branch
 
Jacqueline brings to this position more than 25 years of political, management and technical 
expertise, including her experience of 14 years with the Government of Uruguay. She has previously 
served as Regional Director of the Basel and Stockholm Coordinating Centre for Latin America and 
the Caribbean for Capacity Building and Transfer of Technology, leading negotiations on behalf of her 
region in multiple occasions.

At UNEP, she has held various roles including as the first Regional Sub-Programme Coordinator for Chemicals and Waste for the 
Latin America and Caribbean region, within the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions Secretariat and as Acting Chief 
of the Chemicals and Health Branch. Before leading the Office in Latin America and the Caribbean, Jacqueline was the Head of 
the Knowledge and Risk Unit of the Economy Division. Under her leadership, the science-policy-action nexus on chemicals and 
waste has significantly grown, bringing in critical partners such as governments, civil society, and private sector.

Jacqueline is a chemist by training, specialized in pharmacy, and has worked over her career on national, regional and 
international programmes. Jacqueline has four daughters, ranging from 14 to 24 years old.

Session 1- Keynote speeches: Issues and challenges
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Marcos Orellana
United Nations Special Rapporteur on Toxics and Human Rights 

Marcos A Orellana is the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Toxics and Human Rights. He currently 
directs the Global Toxics and Human Rights Project at the American University Washington College of 
Law. Professor Orellana has lectured in various law schools, including George Washington, Melbourne, 
Pretoria, Geneva, and Guadalajara. 

His practice as legal advisor has encompassed work with United Nations agencies, governments, and non-governmental 
organizations. He has intervened in cases before several international courts and tribunals. Professor Orellana has extensive 
experience working with civil society and indigenous peoples around the world on issues concerning global environmental 
justice. He also represented the eight-nation Independent Association of Latin America and the Caribbean in the negotiations 
of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.

Monika Stankiewicz
Executive Secretary of the Minamata Convention on Mercury

Ms. Monika Stankiewicz was appointed as the Executive Secretary of the Minamata Convention on 
Mercury on 13 January 2020. She has more than 20 years of experience working on environmental 
issues, including 13 years – of which 7 years in an executive position – at an intergovernmental 
organization.

Most recently, she served as Executive Secretary of the Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission (HELCOM), leading 
the team of 30 staff, during 2012-2019. In this role, she led the successful implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan, a 
comprehensive programme of measures based on the ecosystem approach. She undertook a high-level of coordination across 
the organization, the region, sectors and policies, to ensure ownership, impactful actions and concrete results. She contributed 
to the formulation of major new policies to address pollution sources at sea, on land and airborne, including in the prioritized 
areas of hazardous substances, eutrophication, biodiversity and maritime activities. Monika has experience in facilitating 
negotiating processes of the parties to agree on common approaches and solutions, supporting national implementation and 
designing robust follow up and assessment systems. She oversaw large-scale scientific and expert processes including guiding 
strategically on issues of policy relevance. She was the executive lead of the HELCOM Second Holistic Assessment of the Baltic 
Sea prepared by over 300 national experts over a period of four years.

She is former Professional Secretary of HELCOM dealing with environmental impact of shipping and safety of navigation and 
cooperation with International Maritime Organization (2006-2011).

In 1998-2006 she worked in the environmental sector of the Polish public administration.

She was a member of the writing team of the chapter on hazardous substances of the 2nd World Ocean Assessment under the 
UN Regular Process.

In 2019 and in her personal capacity, she was a member of the EU Mission Board for Healthy Oceans, Seas, Coastal and Inland 
Waters, established to assist the European Commission in designing the 2021-2027 research and innovation programme 
“Horizon Europe.

Monika holds a Master of Science degree in Chemistry and the Certificate of Postgraduate Studies on European Integration from 
Gdansk University.
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Hakuri Agustina
Ministry of Environment and Forestry of the Republic of Indonesia

Dr.  Haruki Agustina is a Director of Hazardous and Non-Hazardous Waste-Contaminated Site 
Remediation and Emergency, Ministry of Environment and Forestry of the Republic of Indonesia. 
She has over 20 years of experience in solid waste, hazardous waste and hazardous substance 
management. She has been involved in various emergency cases due to the hazardous substance and 
hazardous waste as well as restoration of contaminated land, one of them is remediation of mercury 

contaminated sites from Artisanal and  Small-scale Gold Mining. 

Ms. Agustina is also a lecturer in post graduate program at The School of Environmental Science, University of Indonesia since 
2015 and lecturer at Bogor Agriculture Institute since 2005. She is also acting as a Chair of Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth 
Triangle (IMT-GT) Working Group on Environment, and a member of Indonesia Environmental Scientist Association (IESA). From 
2005 to 2013, she served as WHO Temporary Adviser for the Task Force Members of the Regional Forum on Environmental and 
Health.

Ms. Agustina earned her Bachelor Degree in Agriculture Engineering from Bogor Agriculture Institute, a Master Degree in 
Environmental Engineering Science from Griffith University, Australia  and Doctor of Environmental Science from University of 
Indonesia..

Session 2 - The solutions for reducing or where feasible eliminating 
mercury from the value chains

2.1 Role of co-operation in fighting ongoing trade of illegal mercury and 
mercury-added products and misuse of legal products

Ben Vauter
International Mercury Specialist,  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of International Affairs (US EPA)

Benjamin Vauter is an International Mercury Specialist with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Office of International Affairs where he focuses on support for global implementation of the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury. Ben is the EPA’s lead for efforts to reduce mercury use in artisanal and small-
scale gold mining and co-leads the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership’s Chlor-Alkali Partnership Area. 
Before joining the EPA in 2012, Ben served as a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer in Guatemala where he lived 

and worked alongside the local indigenous Mayan community to address environmental issues ranging from natural resource 
conservation to solid waste management. Ben received his Master of Science degree in Environmental Sciences and Policy 
at Johns Hopkins University with a focus in Sustainable Business and Environmental Justice. Ben holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
Finance & International Business from The University of Pittsburgh.
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Jerome Stucki
Head of the Circular Economy and Resource Efficient unit ,

UNIDO

Jerome Stucki currently heads the Circular Economy and Resource Efficient unit at the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO). Until recently, he was responsible for UNIDO’s Material 
and Chemicals Management division that focused mainly on the Minamata Convention on mercury. 
He has been supporting countries in adopting responsible policies and practices related to artisanal and small-scale gold mining 
(ASGM). In parallel, he was also I charge of technical cooperation projects focusing on large scale industrial uses of mercury. He 
is also one for the three co-leads of the ASGM partnership area of the Global Mercury Partnership.

Prior to joining UNIDO, he worked in the private sector providing technical environmental services to industries. Mr. Stucki holds 
a MSc in Earth Science from the University of Lausanne and a MAS in Hydrogeology from the University of Neuchatel, both in 
Switzerland.

Chi-wang LAM 
 Co-ordinator of the Illicit Goods and Global Health Programme,

INTERPOL

Chi-wang LAM is taking the role of Coordinator of INTERPOL’s Illicit Goods and Global Health 
Programme.  He is seconded from Hong Kong Customs and has been leading a team to support 
INTEPROL’s 195 member countries in fighting counterfeiting, smuggling of illicit goods and pharma 
crime since January 2021.  He oversees  INTERPOL’s operations in these crime areas including Operation Pangea.
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Rob Dellink
Senior Economist,  Environment and Economy Integration Division,
OECD 

Rob Dellink is a Senior Economist at the Environment and Economy Integration Division of the 
OECD Environment Directorate. In this capacity, dr. Dellink leads the Directorate’s work on trade and 
environment, and contributes to the work on economic-environmental modelling and long-term 

outlooks. He joined the OECD in 2009 and has been working on long-term environmental-economic projections. He led 
major projects on the long-term socio-economic consequences of environmental policy and environmental impacts, using 
quantitative analysis. Before joining the OECD, dr. Dellink worked as a senior researcher and lecturer at the VU University 
Amsterdam and Wageningen University, both in the Netherlands. He published extensively on a wide range on environmental-
economic topics. He holds a PhD in economics from VU University Amsterdam and a Masters in econometrics from Tilburg 
University (The Netherlands).

Peter Maxson
Director of the Brussels-based consultancy,   
Concorde East/West Srl

Peter Maxson, Director of the Brussels-based consultancy, Concorde East/West Srl, has focused most of 
his efforts on mercury related issues for the last 25 years. During this period he was directly employed 
for several years by the European Commission, and he has worked under contract to UNEP and other 
UN agencies, the European Commission, the World Bank, the U.S. EPA and other national agencies, 
NGOs such as the European Environmental Bureau, the Artisanal Gold Council, NRDC and others.

Mr. Maxson is an internationally recognized authority on mercury sources, mercury uses in products and processes, and mercury 
trade. He contributed substantively to the development of the Minamata Convention on Mercury, and continues to support a 
range of efforts to improve its implementation and extend its scope. Current projects, among others, include improving our 
understanding of global mercury trade, especially unregistered or illegal trade, eliminating the use of mercury in artisanal gold 
mining, skin-lightening creams, dental amalgams and fluorescent lamps, developing safe mercury management procedures for 
low- and middle-income countries, etc.

Mr. Maxson has university degrees in engineering and business administration.

Session 2 - The solutions for reducing or where feasible eliminating 
mercury from the value chains

2.2 Trade solutions
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Tom Groeneveld
Senior Advisor, Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention,

US Environmental Protection Agency

Thomas Groeneveld is a Senior Advisor with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of 
Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention with 15+ years of experience analyzing, synthesizing, and 
translating complex legislative, scientific, and technical information for audiences ranging from senior 
executive and political decision makers to the general public. Tom has worked on issues involving 
mercury in products and manufacturing processes since he started with the Agency in 2006, and leads 
the implementation of the Mercury Inventory Reporting Rule and Inventory of Mercury Supply, Use, and Trade in the United 
States, supports the negotiation and implementation of the Minamata Convention on Mercury, and assists in the management 
of the Mercury in Products Partnership of the United Nations Environment Program’s Global Mercury Partnership. Outside of 
work, he enjoys being outside with his wife and three children, coaching baseball and softball, and spending time on a tiny 
island off the coast of Maine.

Oscar Campanini 
Director,

Bolivian Documentation and Information Center (CEDIB

Researcher, graduate in sociology with a master’s degree in Environment and development, Oscar 
Campanini is currently director of the Bolivian Documentation and Information Center (CEDIB). His 
works analyze the problems related to water, sanitation, mining, extractivism, natural resources, human 
and environmental rights in Bolivia and South America. In recent years, among other activities, he 
has studied alluvial mining and the economic, environmental and social impacts of mercury; deriving 
his research in an important input in the incidence so that the Bolivian State takes actions to reduce 
imports of this element.
Some works of authorship or co-authorship are: The business of mercury in Bolivia (2020); Rights and Violence in extractivism. 
Extractions in Bolivia and Latin America (2019); The Cracks of the Wolfram (2017); after the veins of tantalum (2017); Extractivism 
in Bolivia: the mining use of water and the social demands of a transition (2015).
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Jakob Maag
Chemicals and Waste Management Programme Unit,
UNITAR

Mr. Jakob Maag is a UNITAR senior expert in the management of hazardous chemicals in society, 
with a special interest in mercury. He trains and assists countries globally in their implementation of 
the Minamata Convention on Mercury. He is a key author of UN Environment Programme’s Toolkit 
for the identification and quantification of mercury releases, and continues to develop and update 

it in cooperation with UNEP. He was a key author and project manager of the first Global Mercury Assessment (2002), and has 
managed or contributed to many other international and national studies, and projects on mercury over the last 30 years, 
several of which contributed to the development of the Minamata Convention. Mr. Maag’s work with mercury includes: use 
and releases of inventories, inventory methodology design, socio-economic assessments, substitution assessments, legal gap 
analyses, action plans, communication and outreach to stakeholders, and international conference planning and steering group 
facilitation. Mr. Maag has also worked with several other priority hazardous chemicals, including lead, cadmium, brominated 
flame retardants, phthalates and PCB.”

Lena Diesing
Financial and Enterprise Affairs Directorate, 
OECD 

Lena Diesing is an expert on responsible public procurement at the OECD Centre for Responsible Busi-
ness Conduct. In her analytical work, she links responsible business conduct and public procurement 
strategies, and helps public buyers draw on due diligence to enhance their purchasing. Lena has been 
working at the OECD since 2013. She has focused on policy reviews to evaluate public policies of OECD 

Members and beyond, and, with external stakeholders, enhanced an indicator-based evaluation methodology, the Methodol-
ogy for Assessing Procurement Systems (MAPS.) Prior to joining the OECD, Lena worked in the United States’ financial industry, 
conducting due diligence reviews for a risk management firm in the context of money laundering prevention and countering 
the financing of terrorism. Lena holds a Master of Arts in International Economics and International Relations from the Johns 
Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS).

Session 2 - The solutions for reducing or where feasible eliminating 
mercury from the value chains

2.3 Public and civil society actions
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Amira Adawe
Founder & Executive Director @thebeautywellproject 

Amira Adawe has more than 15 years history of working in public health including local, state and 
community-based public health programs, research and policy. She is the Founder and Executive 
Director of The Beautywell Project. BW is a non-profit organization that aims to combat skin-lightening 
and chemical exposures, addressing other environmental impacts as well as improving community 
health literacy in Minnesota, Nationwide. She is also Adjunct Instructor at the University of Minnesota School of Public Health. 
Amira previously managed the Minnesota Children’s Cabinet of Governor Mark Dayton, where she worked on early childhood 
in all policies and systems using equity lens. She is a public health researcher and her research interests include women and 
children’s health in the areas of access to health care, skin-lightening practices and chemical exposures. Amira is the host of 
Beauty-Wellness Talk Podcast. Amira has undergraduate degree in Family Social Science from University of Minnesota, Master of 
Public Health from University of Minnesota School of Public Health and Executive Certificate in Nonprofit Leadership, Non-Profit, 
Public, Organizational Management from Harvard Kennedy School. She was also a Policy Fellow 2015-2016 at Humphrey School 
of Public Affairs at the University of Minnesota. Amira is currently 2020 Bush Foundation Fellow. Amira’s work has been featured 
on local, national and international media including CNN, StarTribune, Minnpost, STAT news, National Public Radio (NPR), Matter 
of Fact with Soledad O’Brien and WSB-TV, Minnesota Public Radio, New York Times, Bloomberg News and Associated Press, PBS 
NewHour, Kare11, Good Morning America (abc), and Consumer Reports.

Elena Lymberidi Settimo
Founder Policy Manager for the ‘Zero Mercury Campaign’ at the European 

Environmental Bureau, and the co-founder and international co-coordinator of the 
Zero Mercury Working Group 

European Environmental Bureau, and the co-founder and international co-coordinator of the Zero 
Mercury Working Group, an international coalition of more than 110 NGOs from over 55 countries.  Elena has over twenty years’ 
experience, working at EU and global levels, assisting governments enact numerous mercury reduction policies, including 
adoption of mercury export and product bans as well as supporting the development and implementation of the Minamata 
Convention. She co-leads the Zero Mercury Skin Lightening Cream Campaign and has co-authored several recent reports 
exposing the illegal production, trade and sales of high mercury skin lighteners. Elena has a degree in Chemistry (University of 
Athens, Greece), an M.Sc. in Business Strategy and Environmental Management (University of Bradford, UK) and an MBA (Solvay/
Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium).
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Session 2 - Challenges with setting-up and implementing a cost 
effective management systems for industrial and consumer chemicals

2.4 Due diligence in gold and mercury supply chains

Christophe Nicolet
Managing Director of PX Précinox

Christophe Nicolet is Managing Director of PX Précinox SA, Refiner and Service Provider in the precious 
metals industry since 1978. The company, based in Switzerland, is known for its long-standing 
commitment to small-scale artisanal mining (ASM) through its PX IMPACT ® initiative.

Christophe is as well Board member of Patric concept SA active in design and creation of custom-made 
machines and industrial equipment systems.  Christophe Nicolet is Jury member of the Swiss Venture 

Club.  

Before joining PX Group Christophe held several Top Management positions at FELCO SA and at the Swatch Group Ltd in South-
East Asia and Switzerland.  

Christophe Nicolet holds a Bachelor of Science - Mechanical Engineer from the School of Engineers Lausanne and attended the 
School of Business Administration in Neuchatel and at the IMD in Lausanne. 

Benjamin Katz
Financial and Enterprise Affairs Directorate,
OECD

Ben Katz leads the work on responsible mineral supply chains at the OECD’s Centre for Responsible 
Business Conduct. Established to promote the implementation of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance 
for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, the programme 
aims to advance the field primarily through policy advice, research and convening, and helping build 

out a global infrastructure for due diligence aligned with the Guidance. He has over 10 years of experience working on natural 
resource management in fragile settings. Prior to the OECD, Ben implemented responsible sourcing projects related to due 
diligence, traceability, and formalisation of artisanal and small-scale mining mainly in Central and Southern Africa.  

Marcin Piersiak 
Director of the European chapter of Alliance for Responsible Mining (ARM)

Marcin Piersiak is the Director of the European chapter of Alliance for Responsible Mining (ARM), a global 
NGO headquartered in Colombia, that champions a vision of legitimate, responsible and profitable 
artisanal and small-scale mining sector, contributing to inclusive and sustainable development. 

With a background in Economics and International Relations, he has 12 years of experience designing 
and implementing programs focused on continuous improvement of ASM´s ESG performance and access to formal markets, 
within a framework of ARM´s sustainability standards: Fairmined for best achieving mines, and the entry level Craft Code for 
ASM due diligence.
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Session 2 - Challenges with setting-up and implementing a cost effective 
management systems for industrial and consumer chemicals

2.5 Economic solutions: economic incentives and financing

Kenneth Davis
Programme Officer Chemicals and Health Branch,
UNEP

Kenneth Davis is a policy and technical expert specializing in the role of science in shaping multilateral 
cooperation on the environment. Trained as a geologist, Kenneth began his career working on 
transboundary environmental issues as a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer in Ukraine. After gaining 
experience on contaminated site remediation as a private consultant, he joined the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency Office of International Affairs, where he served on the U.S. delegation negotiating the Minamata Convention 
on Mercury. In 2014, Kenneth joined the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Chemicals and Health Branch. His 
work includes managing projects on reducing mercury use in artisanal mining and other sectors.

Part 1

Itsuki (Suki) Kurod
Environmental Health Department, Ministy of the Environment
Japan

Itsuki (Suki) Kuroda has been in charge of the Minamata convention and SAICM along with several other 
chemicals and waste related matters as well as related international cooperation projects since 2019 at 
the Environmental Health Department, Ministy of the Environment, Japan (MOEJ). She currently serves 
as vice chair of the Implementation and Compliance Committee of the Minamata Convention. Before 

joining MOEJ, she worked for the Japanese food condiment company and Ministry of Foreign Affairs for 10 years in several 
countries including Egypt, Jordan, UK and USA. She received an MSc in Environmental Studies from University College London 
in the UK.
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Alfonso Rodriguez
Global Mercury Strategy Coordinator and Technical Manager,

Pure Earth

Mr. Alfonso Rodriguez is the Global Mercury Strategy Coordinator and Technical Manager of Pure 
Earth.  He has over 20 years of experience in environmental projects with hazardous waste and 
contaminated sites.  The last 10 recent years Mr. Rodriguez has been involved in the mining sector in Colombia and Peru, 
focuses in mercury contamination promoting novel alternatives for mercury remediation in soil, land reforestation and health 
risk reduction. 

Mr. Rodriguez had supported the implementation of project as the global Toxic Sites Identification Program (TSIP), Promoting 
Responsible Recovery and Handling of Mercury from Contaminated Artisanal Gold Mining Tailings, Mercury Contamination 
Index and National in Colombia Inventory of Mercury Contaminated Sites. He has coordinated the development of new 
regulatory and technical frameworks with the Colombian ministries of mines and environment, as well as working closely with 
mining communities in Colombia and Peru.

Mr. Alfonso Rodriguez is Chemical Engineer, Industrial Hygienist Specialist and did his Master’s degree in Soils and Environmental 
Pollution at the University of Reading (UK). Additionally, he has been certified in General Industry Safety and Health by OSHA, 
NIOSH to teach instructors in safety and health in underground coal mining and by NEBOSH in hazardous agents in the 
workplace.

Ben Vauter
International Mercury Specialist,  

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of International Affairs (US EPA)

Benjamin Vauter is an International Mercury Specialist with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Office of International Affairs where he focuses on support for global implementation of the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury. Ben is the EPA’s lead for efforts to reduce mercury use in artisanal and small-
scale gold mining and co-leads the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership’s Chlor-Alkali Partnership Area. 
Before joining the EPA in 2012, Ben served as a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer in Guatemala where he lived and worked alongside the 
local indigenous Mayan community to address environmental issues ranging from natural resource conservation to solid waste 
management. Ben received his Master of Science degree in Environmental Sciences and Policy at Johns Hopkins University with 
a focus in Sustainable Business and Environmental Justice. Ben holds a Bachelor’s degree in Finance & International Business 
from The University of Pittsburgh.
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Susan Egan Keane 
Senior Director of Global Strategies,
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 

Susan Egan Keane is the Senior Director of Global Strategies, in the International Program of the Natural 
Resources Defense Council.  Susan is a public health specialist with over 30 years of experience working 
on domestic and international environmental health issues. Her work has covered a range of topics, 

and spanned several regions of the world.  Most recently Susan has focused her advocacy on reducing global mercury pollution, 
particularly in artisanal and small-scale gold mining.  She was directly engaged with governments during the negotiations of 
the Minamata Convention on Mercury, and is now working with the UN agencies, countries and NGOs to put the Convention 
into action.  In particular, she is working with the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and UNEP on the GEF-funded planetGOLD 
programme to reduce mercury use in artisanal and small-scale gold mining in eight countries.  She is also the co-leader of the 
ASGM Area of the United Nations Environment Program Global Mercury Partnership. 

Adam Kiefer 
Professor of Chemistry at Mercer University in Macon,
USA

Dr. Adam Kiefer is the Distinguished University Professor of Chemistry at Mercer University in 
Macon, GA, USA. He has worked in Artisanal and Small-scale Gold Mining (ASGM) communities in 
Mozambique, Peru, Ecuador, and Guyana. He and his research team study the mobility of mercury in 

ASGM tailings and monitor mercury emissions from gold shops in ASGM communities. More specifically, he and his team work 
with community members and government officials to identify areas in communities with high concentrations of mercury in the 
air, and work with gold shop owners to decrease the release of mercury during the burning of amalgams and smelting of sponge 
gold. This work has led to the invention of a mercury capture system for gold shops that won the Gold Prize in Conservation 
X Lab’s 2020 Artisanal Mining Grand Challenge. Additionally, he and his team have worked in Guyana since 2014, providing 
training to government officials related to mercury-free gold processing, monitoring elemental mercury concentrations in the 
atmosphere, and curriculum design for training miners to adopt new mining technologies. Most recently he has collaborated on 
a CI-Guyana-led PlanetGOLD project with scientists from Duke University to identify pathways by which Guyanese gold could 
be produced without mercury for the international market. Through multiple interviews with stakeholders this collaboration 
has worked to elucidate the current supply chain for legal gold in Guyana, as well as to identify opportunities for and barriers to 
the production and sale of mercury-free gold.

Part 2

Session 2 - Challenges with setting-up and implementing a cost effective 
management systems for industrial and consumer chemicals

2.5 Economic solutions: economic incentives and financing

Diana Culillas
Secretary General
Swiss Better Gold Association

Diana started her professional path at the International Committee of the Red Cross in the context of 
the first Russian-Chechen conflict. She then spent 14 years in Africa, Asia and Middle East by being 
involved in different humanitarian projects. From 2008 to 2018, as the CSR Manager at Chopard 

Group, she established and oversaw numerous sourcing, environmental, work-life balance and philanthropic initiatives of the 
group. Today, Diana leads the Swiss Better Gold Association, a pioneering network of industry, finance and service providers 
representing Swiss gold industry, which supports sustainable development of artisanal small-scale miners and facilitates 
establishment of responsible gold value chains from these operations to end market.
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Claudia Dumitru  
Head of the Unit Chemicals Unit, Directorate for Waste and Contaminated Sites, 

Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests,
Romania  

Mrs. Claudia Dumitru is the Head of the Unit Chemicals Unit within the General Directorate for Waste 
and Contaminated Sites, Ministry of Environment, Waters, and Forests of Romania. She has over 16 
years of experience in hazardous substance management. She has been involved in the negotiations 

process at the European and international level for Strategic Approach and sound management of chemicals (SAICM), Basel, 
Rotterdam, and Stockholm Conventions (BRS), ozone-depleting substances (Montreal Protocol), nanomaterials and, especially 
mercury management – Minamata Convention. 

Mrs. Claudia is currently the President of the fifth Conference of the Parties for Minamata Convention (COP5), representing the 
Central and Eastern Europe Region. She started at COP1 as vice-chair of the Implementation and Compliance Committee for 
Minamata Convention (ICC). She continued as Chair of ICC, ending her mandate for ICC with outstanding progress and results 
for ICC and the Convention. 

Mrs. Claudia earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental Chemistry from the University of Bucharest, and a Master’s Degree 
in Eco-tourism from Ecological University, Romania and will finalize her Doctoral studies in nanomaterials at the Politehnica 
University of Bucharest.

Kumi Kitamori
Deputy Director and Head of Division, Green Growth & Global Relations, Environment Directorate, 
OECD

Since September 2022, Kumi Kitamori supports the Director in overseeing the work of the 
Environment Directorate, which provides relevant and timely information, analysis and advice to 
support governments in identifying and implementing the environmental policies needed to support 
a cleaner, more resource-efficient and low-carbon green growth path, in coordination with other 
directorates.

As Head of Green Growth & Global Relations Division since 2015, Kumi oversees the mainstreaming of green growth in the work 
of various policy committees of the OECD and in member and partner countries. This includes a dedicated programme that 
promotes green growth policies, finance and investment in the Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA) region. 
Prior to this, she worked in the OECD Environment Directorate on various issues including emissions trading and taxes, water 
pricing, climate change, biodiversity, health & environment, among others. She led a flagship project OECD Environmental 
Outlook to 2050 published in 2012. During 2005-2006, she served as Advisor to the OECD Secretary-General.

Prior to joining the OECD in 2000, Kumi was at the World Bank where she worked extensively in South and Southeast Asia on 
urban and environmental infrastructure projects (green finance for urban infrastructure, water supply & sanitation, cleaner 
production, etc). Kumi holds BA and MSc in development and economics from New York University and London School of 
Economics.

Kumi is a Japanese national.

Session 3 - How to foster international cooperation and public/private 
partnership for mercury-free supply chains? How to monitor progress?
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Teeraporn Wiriwutikorn
Specialist on Waste and Hazardous Substance Management, 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Kingdom of Thailand

Ms. Teeraporn Wiriwutikorn is the Specialist on Waste and Hazardous Substance Management, Waste 
and Hazardous Substance Management Division, Pollution Control Department (PCD), Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Environment of the Kingdom of Thailand. She has more over 20 years of 
experience in hazardous waste and hazardous substance management field. She is also her director’s 
assistant on the international affairs and has been assigned to be the lead negotiator of Thailand on the development of a new 
legally binding instrument on plastic pollution.  

Ms. Wiriwutikorn is now a PCD’s team leader of the chemical emergency response unit and one of PCD’s internal inspectors. She 
has been selected as a Co-chair of UNEP Global Mercury Partnership Advisory Group by its members at its tenth meeting since 
November 2019.

Ms. Wiriwutikorn is now a Ph.D. candidacy in the international program on Environmental and Occupational Health at Thammasat 
University. She earned her Bachelor and Master Degrees in Environmental Science from Thammasat and Chulalongkorn 
Universities, Thailand, respectively.

Rodges K.E. Ankrah
Office of International Affairs, Office of International and Tribal Affairs,

US Environmental Protection Agency

Rodges Ankrah is an International Environmental Specialist with the Office of International Affairs 
(OIA) in the Office of International and Tribal Affairs of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  
Mr. Ankrah has been with EPA since 1992 and is currently a member of the Environmental Media 
Program Team.  He has a lead responsibility for global mercury issues and coordinating EPA’s engagement in the negotiation 
and implementation of the Minamata Convention on Mercury.  Prior to joining OIA in 2015, he worked in EPA’s American Indian 
Environmental Office, assisting Native American tribal governments with program capacity development. He has also worked 
on ground water policy and regional environmental planning. 

Mr. Ankrah also serves as Co-Chair of the Partnership Advisory Group (PAG) for UNEP’s Global Mercury Partnership (Partnership). 
The Partnership consists of stakeholders from governments, intergovernmental organizations, NGOs, private sector, academia 
and scientific community who are dedicated to reducing mercury pollution and protecting human health and the environment 
from the impacts of mercury. The Partnership comprises eight areas of work, which represent sectors that use mercury or 
process raw materials that contain mercury, as well as key themes in mercury management and science. The PAG plays a key 
role in guiding and encouraging the work of the over 200 partners currently engaged in the Partnership and its areas of work. 
This includes supporting timely and effective implementation of the Minamata Convention on Mercury, providing state of the 
art knowledge and science and raising awareness towards global action on mercury. 

Mr. Ankrah earned his B.A. in Sociology at Goshen College, Indiana (1985), and his M.Sc. in Regional Planning from the University 
of Arizona (1990). 

Kay Williams
Joint Head of International Chemicals, Pesticides and Hazardous Waste Hub - 

Environmental Quality 

Kay Williams has been involved in international environment issues for over 20 years and is currently 
jointly Head of the International Chemicals, Pesticides and Hazardous Waste hub in the UK’s 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  She has a higher degree (PhD) in applied biology 
and has held a variety of policy and research roles within the UK Government.

She is currently responsible for oversight of international activity in chemicals and waste including developing the UK’s 
negotiating position for the United Nations (UN) Multilateral Environment Agreements of Basel, Rotterdam, Stockholm and 
Minamata Conventions in addition to the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM). She is the 
Senior Responsible Owner for an Overseas Development Assistance programme on Environmental Pollution and manage a 
science diplomacy team.
Externally, she chairs the Chemicals and Biotechnology Committee of the Environmental Health and Safety programme at the 
OECD; and is Chair of the UN Special Programme Executive Board for the institutional strengthening of the chemicals cluster; and 
co-chairs the UN Beyond 2020 intersessional process to develop a new global chemicals and waste framework for protecting 
the environment and human health from harmful chemicals and waste. She is also part of the Stakeholder Advisory group for 
an EU Precision Toxicology programme. 
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Ludovic Bernaudat
Portfolio Manager OiC, Chemicals and Health Branch, 
UNEP

Mr. Ludovic Bernaudat is an expert on mercury, artisanal and small-scale gold mining and water 
efficiency. He joined UNEP in 2015 and is currently portfolio manager OiC of the GEF team in the 

Chemicals and Health Branch, where he manages the team developing and implementing GEF Chemical and Waste projects. 
Before joining UNEP, Mr. Bernaudat worked for 12 years at UNIDO, where he developed and managed the mercury programme, 
water efficiency and eco-cities projects. Since 2007, he has been the co-lead of the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership area on 
artisanal and small-scale gold mining. Mr. Bernaudat holds a MSc in Environmental Sciences from the Alès School of Mines in 
France and led scientific research on organic pollution in urban atmosphere in Sydney, Australia. 

Rachel Kamande  
Global Campaign Lead,
Clean Lighting Coalition

Rachel W. Kamande is currently the Global Campaign Lead for the Clean Lighting Coalition, 
A coalition of public health authorities, mercury experts, industry and NGO partners who are 
working together to eliminate toxic mercury in lighting through the Minamata Convention 
on Mercury.

Rachel has over 15 years’ experience in international environmental policy decision-making, as well as in the 
implementation of projects related to environmental protection or sustainable development. Since 2005, she 
has been working on chemicals and wastes issues, where she has coordinated and actively participated in the 
development of policies to phase out or phase down chemical pollution at the national, regional, and global levels. 
Among others, she has worked with the European Environmental Bureau and the Zero Mercury Working Group 
contributing substantively to the global negotiations for the Mercury Treaty. Other than the mercury treaty, Rachel 
has participated in the Stockholm and Basel conventions negotiations and has worked with several governments 
and non-government organizations in Africa, Europe and the USA.

She is a holder of an advanced Master of Science in Globalisation and Development from the University of Antwerp 
in Belgium and has authored a book called: “Green Finance: Carbon credits and Developing Countries” – 2019

Neil Harby
Chief Technical Officer (CTO)
London Bullion Market Association

As Chief Technical Officer for the LBMA, Neil’s responsibilities include acting as the Executive’s main 
contact for the Good Delivery system for GD Refiners, applicants and LBMA Committees. His duties 
include managing the LBMA Good Delivery accreditation system, including applications, Pro-Active 

Monitoring, Proficiency Testing and other GD related projects. The role also involves overseeing the work of the GDL Officer in 
the administration of the Good Delivery system as well as managing the implementation by gold Good Delivery refiners of the 
LBMA’s Responsible Gold Guidance and ensuring the efficiency and effectiveness of the Good Delivery work carried out by the 
LBMA.
He brings to the role a wealth of experience having previously been Head of Evaluation at the Rand Refinery in South Africa. 
He represented the Rand Refinery at the LBMA as the only Referee in the Southern Hemisphere. As one of only five Referees 
appointed by the LBMA to oversee the maintenance of the LBMA’s Good Delivery List, he has been involved in many initiatives to 
ensure and develop the integrity of the gold industry. He contributed to the steering committee which produced the “Conflict-
Free” Gold Standard of the World Gold Council as well as the development of the LBMA’s Responsible Gold Guidance and 
presented the Rand Refinery “Artisanal gold” Model at the OECD in Paris. He was a Board Member of the Responsible Jewellery 
Council representing the Gold and/or Platinum Metals, Refiners and/or Hedgers Forum as well as sitting on the Membership 
Committee. His work experience included nine years in the Platinum Industry and held the position as a member of the South 
African Organising Committee of the Royal Society of Chemistry.
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Session 4 - Closing remarks

Bob Diderich
Head of the Environment, Health and Safety,

OECD

Bob Diderich is Head of the Environment, Health and Safety Division at the Environment Directorate 
of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development. 

Bob Diderich has been involved in environmental hazard and risk assessment of chemical substances since 1992, when he 
joined the German Federal Environmental Agency. He was working in France between 1995 and 2002, first for the French 
Ministry of the Environment and then the French National Institute for Industrial Environment and Risks, where he was assessing 
the environmental risks of industrial chemicals and biocides. In 2002 he joined the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development where he was in charge of the OECD Cooperative Chemicals Assessment Programme and the OECD Project on 
(Quantitative) Structure Activity Relationships. Since 2012 he is the head of the Environment, Health and Safety Division.
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