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In your view, what is the most probable or desirable future scenario for diversity 
and equity in higher education?  

A desirable scenario is one in which diversity and equity will be properly addressed in higher 

education at the international level. However, I am afraid that a most probable scenario is the one in 

which on a worldwide basis unequal access to higher education will prevail, and in which still important 

sectors of our societies will have limited options for access and success.  

In your opinion, what is or should be the most important objective for higher 
education in the future? Why?  

To provide equitable, accessible, and meaningful social and economic mobility for our societies 

through the means of teaching, research and public service.  

What do you consider to be the main future challenge(s) for higher education 
systems? Why? 

The main future challenge for higher education systems, no matter where, will be to provide relevant 

education, research and public service, in an environment will be characterized by increasingly 

competing social demands, limited resources, and increased accountability 

In your opinion, what would be the worst, but possible, way to tackle these future 
challenges? Why? 

Unfortunately in some countries/regions a response to this present/future challenge in higher 

education has been the development and implementation of policies and strategies which limit 

institutional autonomy, constrain academic innovation, and dramatically reduce the possibilities for 
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higher education institutions to become more flexible, entrepreneur and relevant to the needs of the 

surrounding communities.  

What do you consider to be the best possible way to tackle the above mentioned 
future challenges? Why?  

Experience has proved that it is more effective to establish higher education policy at the national 

and regional levels empowers institutions, provides appropriate incentive based funding and allows 

institutions to become more flexible in their academic offerings and in their administration. Sound 

accountability mechanisms provides appropriate counterbalance. 


