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In your view, what is the most probable or desirable future scenario regarding
differentiation in higher education?

After fifty years of growth I expect to see a period of rationalisation of the higher education
sector: a trend towards larger institutions, with some weaker and lower-quality institutions merged
or closed and major brand names emerging and others strengthened.

In your opinion, what is or should be the most important objective for higher
education in the future? Why?

Improving access to higher education while maintaining and improving quality.

What do you consider to be the main future challenge(s) for higher education
systems? Why?

Addressing the needs of the tfwenty-first century for human capital and innovation

Securing adequate funding

Improving efficiency
In your opinion, what would be the worst, but possible, way to tackle these future
challenges? Why?

Homogenisation of the system as too many institutions pursue ‘world-class university' status through
international rankings.



What do you consider to be the best possible way to tackle the above mentioned
future challenges? Why?

Finding genuine ways to value the various outputs of higher education so that diversity of
institutional mission can be achieved without reinforcing hierarchies between institutions. The
question is whether this can be done in a reliable way without creating an excessive administrative
burden or creating new distortions.

Page | 79



