
 

  

 

     

 

 

ISCO - Occupational Coding workshop 

Suggested 

major 

group 

Question What is your parent’s 

main job 

What does your parent do in 

his/her main job 

ISCO-08 

Code 

Armed Forces 

Occupations 

(0) 

Q1 Army officer Has the rank of a major  

Q2 Air force officer Works in the office  

Managers  

(1) 
Q3 Sales manager Sells carpet cleaning supplies  

Q4 Manager at a café Runs place, instructs staff  

Professionals 

(2) 
Q5 Midwife Delivers new born babies  

Q6 Primary school teacher Teaches little kids  

Technicians 

and Associate 

Professionals 

(3) 

Q7 Real estate agent Rents people houses  

Q8 Bank officer Does loans for people  

Clerical 

Support 

Workers (4) 

Q9 Postman Delivers mails to houses  

Q10 Bookkeeper Keeps peoples accounts  

Service and 

Sales Workers 

(5) 

Q11 Car salesperson Sells cars  

Q12 Supermarket worker Works at cash register  

Skilled 

Agricultural, 

Forestry and 

Fishery 

Workers (6) 

Q13 Farmer Farms carrots and celery  

Q14 Lobster fisherman Captures lobsters  

 

 

P 

2 

I S A 

0 2 1 



Occupational_Coding_Handout_PISA_NPM_Nov19.docx 

2 
 

Suggested 

major 

group 

Question What is your parent’s 

main job 

What does your parent do in 

his/her main job 

ISCO-08 

Code 

Craft and 

Related 

Trades 

Workers (7) 

Q15 Plumber Fixes peoples sinks  

Q16 Car mechanic Fixes cars for customers  

Plant and 

Machine 

Operators and 

Assemblers (8) 

Q17 Bus driver Drives children to/from school  

Q18 Underground miner Digs for coal  

Elementary 

Occupations 

(9) 

Q19 Sheep shearer Shaves sheep for their wool  

Q20 Kitchen hand Assists the head chef  

? Q21 My mum is dead She used to be a taxi driver  

? Q22 Security guard/Disabled 

carer 

Works as a security guard but also 

has a job as a carer 
 

? Q23 She is not working She used to be a commercial lawyer 

but took time off to study 
 

? Q24 He doesn’t work He looks after my little brother and 

sister 
 

? Q25 He is an astronaut He helps the dentist clean teeth  

? Q26 Bicycle repairman <Omitted response>  

? Q27 Dasfg ads;kjadfga Sdof sfdoishofsh  

? Q28 Works at Bennigans Helps people  

 

Suggested 

major 

group 

Question Student expected occupation ISCO-08 

Code 

? Q29 Air-traffic controller  

? Q30 I’m going to be prime minister!  

? Q31 The next Richard Branson  

 


