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Peter RAMSDEN is a leading thinker and activist in the field of local, urban and regional economic development. He 
has worked for the European Commission, regional development agencies, universities, local governments, plcs and 
think tanks. Since 2003 he has led the company Freiss ltd, a niche micro-consultancy focusing on social innovation, 
local and urban development. His clients have included the EU, World Bank, OECD and national governments and for 
the past seven years the EU funded URBACT programme which helps cities to exchange and learn from good 
practices. Peter co-wrote the new guide to social innovation in EU cohesion policy and the guidance for community-led 
local development for all four European Structural and Investment Funds. He works with the Social Innovation Europe 
(SIE) and this year he was appointed to the advisory group of Seoul Innovation, which advises Park Won-soon, Mayor 
of Seoul. 
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