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Jonathan BARR is the Head of the Employment and Skills Unit within the Local Employment, Skills, and Social
Innovation Division of the Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions, and Cities (CFE) of the OECD. His work has
been focused on the role of local labour market policies and skills strategies in fostering economic development.
Jonathan coordinates the work of the OECD Forum for Local Development Practitioners, Entrepreneurs, and Social
Innovators, OECD Reviews on Local Job Creation and the OECD’s Employment and Skills Strategies Initiative in
Southeast Asia. Prior to joining the OECD, Jonathan worked for the Ontario government in Canada, where he led
numerous policy projects related to employment, skills, and early childhood education, including the development of a
provincial skills strategy. He also worked at the Canadian Mission to the European Union in Brussels, Belgium,
supporting negotiations for a new Canada-European Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement. Jonathan has
a Master of Public Administration from the University of Victoria in British Columbia, Canada.
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