
Primary care accounts for around 14% of total 

health spending in OECD countries 

Figure 1. Spending on primary care services as share of total health spending among 22 OECD countries, 2016 

 

Source: OECD Health Statistics 2018. 
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Generalist care and dental services are the major 

components of primary care spending  

Ambulatory providers such as GPs and nurses 

provide more than 80% of óbasic care servicesô  
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Figure 2. Share of basic care spending delivered by ambulatory care providers, 2016 

  
Source: OECD Health Statistics 2018.

Out-of-pocket spending on basic care services 

is high due to low coverage for dental care  

Figure 3. Expenditure on basic care services by type of financing, 2016  

 

Source: OECD Health Statistics 2018. 
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The share of health spending on primary care 

has remained stable over recent years 

Figure 4. Average annual growth rate of selected health care services, OECD average, in real terms, 2005-2016 

 
Note: Pharmaceuticals exclude the costs of pharmaceuticals used as part of an inpatient treatment episode. 

Source: OECD Health Statistics 2018.
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