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What are compact 
cities?   

 

 

Current urban 
trends underscore 
the need for 
compact cities... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How can compact city policies 
contribute to urban sustainability? 

Compact city 
policies can help 
achieve urban 
sustainability in 
many mutually 
reinforcing ways… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OECD Green Growth Studies 

Compact City Policies:                        
A Comparative Assessment 
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Tracking compact 
city policy 
outcomes 
requires 
quantitative 
studies and 
indicators 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Different local 
circumstances 
call for different 
policy responses   

Five 
recommendations 
for compact city 
policy strategies  

1. Set explicit compact 
city goals 

 Establish a national urban policy framework 
 Encourage metropolitan-wide strategic planning 

2. Encourage dense and 
contiguous 
development at urban 
fringes 

 Increase effectiveness of regulatory tools 
 Target compact urban development in green-field areas 
 Set minimum density requirements for new development 
 Strengthen urban-rural linkage 

3. Retrofit existing built-
up areas 
 

 Promote brown-field development 
 Harmonise industrial policies with compact city policies 
 Regenerate existing residential areas 
 Promote transit-oriented development in built-up areas 
 Encourage “intensification” of existing urban assets  

4. Enhance diversity 
and quality of life in 
urban centres 
 

 Promote mixed land use 
 Attract residents and local services to urban centres 
 Promote focused investment in public space and foster a “sense of place” 
 Promote a walking and cycling environment  

5. Minimise adverse 
negative effects 

 Counteract traffic congestion 
 Encourage the provision of affordable housing 
 Promote high-quality urban design 
 Encourage greening of built-up areas 

The key role of 
metropolitan 
governance 

 

 

 

 

For more information 
Tadashi Matsumoto (Tadashi.Matsumoto@oecd.org); Please also visit our website: www.oecd.org/regional/compactcity 

For further reading 
 Redefining “Urban”: A New Way to Measure Metropolitan Areas (2012) 
 OECD Regional Outlook (2011) 

 Towards Green Growth (2011)  /  Towards Green Growth: Monitoring Progress: OECD Indicators (2011) 
 Cities and Climate Change (2010) 
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